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Paul Bunyan Drive Project Overview 

MnDOT is currently planning a project to improve safety on Paul Bunyan Drive (Hwy 197) 
from Bemidji Avenue to Gillett Drive, to take place within the next 5-8 years. 

• This corridor serves over 10,000n vehicles daily and has a higher than expected crash rate

• MnDOT reached out to local residents to identify existing issues and gain insight into current 
transportation challenges

• Every respondent identified as having traveled on the Paul Bunyan Drive corridor, as shown above 2



Highlights

• An online survey was conducted with n=375 respondents.

• Roughly ¾ of respondents live in the Bemidji, MN area.

• 51% have lived in the area for 20 years or more.

• 34% travel along Highway 197 on a daily basis. 

• 84% of respondents travel on this stretch both on weekends 
and weekdays.
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• 2/3 of respondents view ‘some businesses’ in this area as 
being difficult to access.

• Citing issues of safety, pedestrian use of this Paul Bunyan 
Drive stretch is currently low.

• 15% of respondents currently walk.

• 14% of respondents currently bike.

• If facilities improved, both types of usage would increase.

• 49% would consider walking.

• 47% would consider biking.

• ‘Visiting the MnDOT website’ is the strongest performer 
amongst the various methods of receiving information 
from MnDOT.

• 100% of respondents selected the site as a preferred way to 
receive updates.

• Just over half of respondents consider the look and feel of 
this area to be ‘neutral.’

• Over one in four find it ‘unsightly.’



DETAILED FINDINGS



The online survey was completed mostly by respondents 
sourced from Facebook.

• The  make-up of the sample for any given post-evaluation project will differ depending on the engagement efforts, access to lists and the response from social media.  The sample mix needs 
to be considered upfront and evaluated as it can influence results. Some parameters and guidelines should eventually be set for sampling and analysis plans. These evaluations are not 
designed to be compared across projects per se as each project is unique and often has a sample composition, so the bases will not always be comparable. 
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MnDOT Project 
website

4%
Email from 

MnDOT with  
link
7%

Link provided by 
the media

6%

Facebook
85%

Other
8%

Samples of ‘Other’
• “Handout from open house meeting”

• “Staff email from work- our business is on the road in 
question”

• “Parent of Trek North student. Received email from the 
school”

• “Relayed to officers (myself included) by Police Chief”

• “My workplace sent the survey out”



Just under three quarters of respondents live in the Bemidji area, while 
80% use Paul Bunyan Drive for retail.  
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Relationship to Highway 197: TOTAL 
(n=375)

I use the corridor for retail/shopping 80%
I live in the Bemidji area 73%
I work in the Bemidji area 50%
I commute along the corridor 39%
I work along the corridor 16%
I live along the corridor 4%
I live seasonally in the Bemidji area 2%
Something else 6%

Samples of ‘Something else’:
“My child attends school along this route”

“BSU student”
“I drive bus for Paul Bunyan Transit”



The vast majority of respondents travel along the corridor more than once a 
week; over 1/3 travel Highway 197 every day.
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Evening, both during PM rush hour and afterward, is the most popular time for 
drivers to travel upon this stretch of Paul Bunyan Drive.
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Times of Day This Stretch is Typically Used
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66% 25% 9%

Ease of Access to Businesses Along Corridor

Some can be difficult Easy to get from place to place Most are difficult

Three quarters of travelers identify at least ‘some businesses’ as being difficult to 
access along this corridor. These respondents referenced specific locations on 197 

that they find troublesome.
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Particularly Difficult to Access Locations

• “Starbucks, No designated left turn lane. The 
Target/Walmart intersection”

• “Trying to cross 197 without a light”

• “All - visibility is poor, making it difficult to enter 
businesses & re-enter traffic”

• “It can be hard to get back onto the corridor when 
leaving Pine Ridge Ave NW. Traffic does not stop”

• “Left turns are difficult/scary during busy traffic times”

• “Hard to make left turns to head west in several areas. I 
generally drive a few blocks on back street”



Though travelers largely agree that traffic speeds are ‘Just Right,’ 
opinions of the corridor’s current aesthetics are less positive.
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Ratings of Corridor’s Current Look and Feel
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5%

23%

31%

44%

45%

65%

Other

Not interested in walking

Gaps in sidewalk network

Sidewalks not maintained in winter

Sidewalks too close to the road

Does not feel safe to cross the highway

Citing issues such as safety and lack of maintenance, the majority of citizens do not currently walk 
on this stretch of road. However, close to half would reconsider if improvements were made. 

11

Yes 15%

No
85%

Walk or Use Personal Mobility Device on 
Highway 197

N=375

Current Issues Limiting Pedestrian Usage
N=375

Yes 47%

No
53%

Would Walk More if Pedestrian Facilities 
Improved

N=375



3%

16%

30%

33%

33%

43%

49%

52%

53%

Other

Gaps in the sidewalks

Sidewalks not maintained in winter

Not interested in biking

Sidewalks too close to the road

Doesn't feel safe to cross the highway

Doesn't feel safe to ride on the highway

Doesn't feel safe to ride on the
highway/sidewalk

No dedicated bike lanes/trails along the
highway

Similar to walking, few respondents currently bike on Highway 197. The main barrier is the lack of 
bike lanes; constructing a dedicated bicycle path interests almost half of travelers.
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Yes 14%

No
86%

Biking on Highway 197
N=375

Current Issues Limiting Biker Usage
N=375

Yes 49%

No
51%

Would Bike More if there was Dedicated
Bicycle Path

N=375



With almost ¾ of travelers citing it as their most important transportation issue 
along the corridor, safety is the community’s biggest concern.    
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Access to businesses is the most repeated refrain when travelers detail 
the merits of this stretch of Paul Bunyan Drive.
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• Generally traffic moves well through here. There seem to be sufficient 
controlled intersections to allow for access.

• The ability to shop and eat easily all in one area. The mix of shops is 
wonderful, the big box and the specialized.

• It is nicely lit at night. There are four lanes plus a wide middle turn lane. I 
prefer to ride my recumbent trike with traffic and cannot on this stretch. 
The sidewalks are too narrow to bike on with pedestrians. 

• This stretch of Paul Bunyan Drive gives access to a lot of different 
businesses in the area.

• It is the main artery through town to access most needed 
businesses.

• Access to Paul Bunyan kindergarten center and airport.

• Signage is good. Visible.

• It keeps chains and national businesses out of the downtown area, 
and it's easy to direct tourists to here for their needs.

• Some sections of this corridor have updated sidewalks and some 
greenery from the businesses.

• Wide lanes; easy to travel, especially in winter.

Substantive Comments
Detailing what respondents like most about this 

stretch



Concerns of safety and critiques of aesthetics are commonly referenced areas of 
improvement for the corridor. Calls for enhanced sidewalks and dedicated bike 

lanes are also frequent notes.
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• The road needs to be made safer for pedestrians and bikers. Children 
walk from the local school, Trek North, along this stretch of road.

• The most concern is for the children that got to school in that area. Many 
walk/bike to and from school. Sidewalks ARE NOT maintained in the 
winter.

• It can be very difficult to make left turns at certain times of the day due 
to traffic. It is also difficult to see oncoming traffic in the left turn lane in 
front of Verizon.

• I think we could make it much more beautiful and northern Minnesota-
esque, have more native plants and pollinators, trees, etc. I also think we 
could reduce the heavy commercial look and bumper-to-bumper feel.

• Make it easier and safer to go in and out of businesses. You always 
feel like you usually wait an extended amount of time to go in and 
out of business driveways or have to jet out into traffic.

• If Bemidji had more accessible public transportation this stretch 
might not be nearly as busy, which would help with the traffic 
issues. Also making a bicycle lane would help immensely.

• The sidewalks need to be further away from the road. People are 
forced to walk far too close to quickly moving vehicles, 
exceptionally worrisome in icy conditions.

• Commuting can take too much time before and after work.

• The left turn lanes are difficult, especially when a large oncoming 
vehicle is also turning left - it can be difficult to see around them.

Substantive Comments
Detailing what respondents would like to change 

about this stretch



‘Visiting the MnDOT website’ is the strongest performing method of receiving 
information: the site both tops the list in count of #1 rankings and was also selected by 

100% of respondents as a preferred route of communication.    
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Thank you again!

Lizzie Pohl
elizabeth.pohl@state.mn.us

651-366-4793
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Appendix


PBD Open Ends

		Q9		Q13a		Q16a		Q19a		Q20		Q21		Q24		Q25a

		Specific locations that are  difficicult to access		Please describe: Other, issues that limit pedestrian usage		Please describe: Other, issues that limit bike usage		Please describe: Other, transportation issues		What do you like most about this stretch?		Is there anything you would like to change?		Please provide your contact information		Please describe: Other, survey distribution method

		Access to McDonalds and Luekens off this stretch is difficult and dangerous in my opinion				Signals detectors not bike sensitive for crossing PB Drive. Road too narrow for number of lanes.		none		New ped signals at Hannah Ave.		Make traffic signals crossing PB Drive bicycle and motorcycle sensitive. Make green lights at least 15 seconds long so that traffic has enough time to safely cross the street. Get rid of right turn no stop from EB PB to SB Bemidji.		ggwbikemt@yahoo.com

		Accessing initially is okay, being able to get back on 197 without help from a light is terrible.								I like that there are a lot of businesses and activities nearby.		Add a roundabout or two? Add a bike/walk lane? Improved left turn lanes for some businesses.  Better signage or lane for pedestrian crossing.				Received a email link from work

		All				I don’t bike it. But it doesn’t seem very safe for biking or walking this area.				I’m not sure.		It seems crowded and busy.

		All - visibility is poor, making it difficult to enter businesses & re-enter traffic				I dont live IN Bemidji, rather, other side of lake where there are trails				pavement is really pretty good compared to other places on paul bunyan drive.		I think the truck traffic created by the truck stop in front of menards really slows things down

		All of them when trying to cross opposite lane								I like that there is access to main roads that take us to both the north and the south side of town		Entrance and exit into Starbucks is very difficult  I have seen many near miss accidents.  The entrance into Walmart into the business is on the west and the gas station  is very confusing and I have seen many people going the wrong way over the summer and sometimes in the winter

		Almost all side streets that do not have a traffic light. I tend to use the “back roads” back to 197				Bike racks are needed.				The business signs' lights are pretty at night.		I would invest in a light rail system that goes around the city of Bemidji. I would include more greenery on Paul Bunyan Drive. I would include the symbol of Paul Bunyan somehow along the route.		aaron.blake.jensen@hotmail.com

		Always tough to access businesses on opposite side of road from your driving lane								Access to so many types of businesses		It would be nice if it was more walkable and bikeable.		rsnyder@treknorth.org		Our workplace, which is along the corridor, sent an email to all employees including me.

		Any and all of them		Park Ave is a bike friendly road without a safe crossing point at Paul Bunyan.				FIX WALMART PARKING LOT BEFORE SOMEONE DIES		TARGET		WALMART SUCKS, WHAT WERE THEY THINKING AND ARE THEY FIRED?

		Any business on the left				many bikers don't obey the laws that pertain to them				it gives my business great exposure				markl@paulbunyan.net

		Any business that requires a left turn off of Paul Bunyan or a left turn onto Paul Bunyan upon exit								Access to Paul bunyan kindergarten center and airport.		Traffic controlled intersection at l&m store access and road from airport

		Any left turns can be tricky depending on traffic								It's a direct path through town		Safe cross walks along road for pedestrians and bicyclists		a_struntz@hotmail.com

		Any left turns towards businesses.										Close the median crossing at pine rd.ave.

		Any location when you are trying to cross traffic.								I like there are a lot of businesses in a short distance of each other.  Good for errands etc.		The most concern is for the children that got to school in that area.  Many walk/bike to and from school.  Sidewalks ARE NOT maintained in the winter.  I have seen children fall down from ice, or walking in the street to have a slippery walk. It is almost impossible to cross that stretch of road during both AM and PM rush hours by foot or bike.  Hard to maneuver with a vehicle as well because it is so busy.		sensiblyliving@gmail.com		Used a link provided but not from media

		Any on the opposite side you are traveling, unless there is a stoplight there.				bikes are not suppose to be on sidewalks, road is currently to narrow and busy for bike to be safe				The ability to shop and eat easily all in one area. The mix of shops is wonderful the big box and the specialized. The food choices are ok two for the quick grab		another sit down restaurant. As for transportation wider side walks the whole stretch plus the sides streets coming up to it, all stop lights have cross walks, wider roads so bikes could use and or have a bike lane designated

		Any place you have to turn left; simons gas station								Multiple stores are close by		Change how you can turn into starbucks. Would there be a way to limit the number of driveways? I would use a safe bike lane, if one was put in.		ellen.frondorf@gmail.com

		Any that aren’t at a stop light.  If it’s not at a stop light, it’s difficult to enter/exit.								It's  straight. Predictable. There are several stop lights to keep speeds down. 2 lanes each direction. Turn lanes are adequate when used as turn lanes, not merge lanes.		The panhandlers who stand evety day at various intersections along the corridor are a safety hazard. As well as a distraction to all drivers. There is a high incidence of drivers who blatantly run red lights. Widening parking lot approaches to accomodate entering and exiting traffic at Jimmy John's and Stitsworth meats. Eliminate the access to Walgreens from PB drive. Fix apron overlay at menards intersection. The bump there causes drivers to hit the breaks just before approaching. Or, loose the

		Any that aren’t on the side of the highway you are traveling along are very difficult.								Driving it is quite easy with few traffic lights.  The traffic flow is smooth.		The traffic light at Ridgeway and Paul Bunyan drive takes way to long to cycle for traffic on Ridgeway.  Limiting turns across traffic if possible.  I know businesses would not like it but traffic often gets backed up in the turning lane, especially in high traffic areas around the mall and Mcdonalds.

		Any that don't have a road or stoplight						Aesthetics		It contains most of the businesses I need to go to for errands. The road is easy to navigate, streetlights are timed for good traffic flow.		Aesthetics, walk ability (provide boulevards to separate sidewalk from street), change lighting to star friendly lighting, crosswalk at Park Ave as that’s a common crossing for residents in North Star Apts and Apline Village trailer park.		jaime.thibodeaux@state.mn.us		Handout from open house meeting

		Any that require a left turn...depends upon direction traveling								I’m not really a fan of the road. It’s too congested so I usually opt for Anne st.		A median in the middle, more speed enforcement,

		Anything requiring a left turn with no signal light								it's not in Mpls		remove target		jorgmrk@yahoo.com		word of mouth

		Anytime you have to make a left hand turn.								No answer		No answer

		Applebee’s, body matrix, marketplace								It has a lot of main businesses that are always busy		Add more pedestrian cross walks with the flashing lights

		Area near Papa Murphys, and anywhere where you try to turn onto 197 when you are not at a stop light								Easy for visitors to "find" stuff in town.		I think a median should be put in place to limit the amount of cross traffic turning.

		Auto Zone is particularly hard to access when approaching from the west.								That there aren't a lot of stoplights when traveling on 197 - but entering from a side road making a left turn with no signal can be a lengthy wait at times.		That there are very few right turn lanes. I feel like I will get rear ended at times with the people following so closely behind.

		Auto Zone.								Centralized business		My patience is sometimes test with the amount of time it takes to get onto PUlbunyan from adjacent roads such as Park ave.

		Autozone when heading east.								NOTHING		Safety, proper turning lanes, clearer entrance/exits to businesses. Proper signage for which part is for which driveway!		lahraban@gmail.com, Angela & Larry Hraban

		Autozone, mcDonalds, Starbucks, Verizon,								Traffic flow

		Bank forward						Able to cross the Hwy at intersections				More traffic lights between Irvine and the mall. Hard to cross this section of roadway

		Bemidji Chrysler center is the worst part, little Caesar’s is second worst								Many different businesses and organizations in this area

		Best Western Hotel driveway is easy to miss entering town eastbound on Paul Bunyan Drive.		Cars don't often slow down for pedestrians and run red lights						Traffic flow is ok most of the time

		Between Irvine & Park, when heading west, it can be dicey to turn south		I get nervous when people are trying to cross in spots without traffic lights										ma_ingan@yahoo.com

		Between Irvine Ave and Delton Ave seem to be the most problematic		It just can seem difficult with all of the driveways and lack of crossways.						Best way through that part of town		Make it more safe

		Big Apple Bagel, Simonsons,								Access to many area businesses.		Slow traffic in the passing lane.

		Big Apple Bagels, Papa Murphey's Paul Bunyan Mall. In general difficult to cross traffic lanes						Storm water drainage handled properly and utilities under the road kept from freezing if redone		Businesses are located near each other for efficient use

		Business parking lots are small making maneuvering in and out of them difficult

		Businesses from Bemidji Ave to Hannah Ave are hard to get in and out of

		Businesses that enter on and off directly onto Paul Buynyan drive that have small parking lots

		Businesses toward the east end - strip mall that includes Papa Murphy's, Liquor Store, Walgreens								Not many stop lights		Limit the number of business entrances

		Businesses whose entrances are directly off of the corridor

		Carter law office,holiday,Kennys  bp subway								There are a lot of businesses on that stretch.		It is very hard to get out of businesses without going around the block to avoid traffic.

		Clarity Glass and pawn shop.

		Coffee- have to drive through Wal-Mart.  Simonson-  busy intersection								Majority of businesses		Business of corridor makes it difficult to access or leave businesses

		Crossing and merging into traffic is always difficult, and long wait at lights								Nothing. Traffic moves to slow & stop & go.				Stevesolien@yahoo.com

		Crossing from the South at TrueStar FCU, going to the west or any place along there, trying to cross

		Crossing oncoming traffic lane to go oposite direction that isn't at a stop light.												Kaylapetersburg@yahoo.com

		Crossing over from TrekNorth to the west bound lane in the evenings is difficult (from about 3:30-6)								Nothing		Unsure

		Cutting across lanes to get to businesses and using the middle suicide lane has been dangerous								It is direct and streets are two way.  Easy to navigate.  Not confusing.		Difficult to see past cars if you and an opposing car are both in the turning lane.  Also it can be difficult to get back on the road from a business.  “Michigan lefts” May be a possible solution for ease, safety, and efficiency.   The traffic has increased so much in my 40+ years here.  The set up of the road and business drive ways isn’t made to handle so much congestion.		Kenbeth@aol.com

		Depends  on the time of the day

		Depends on traffic volume and light timings								Provides access to the main part of town.		Better turning lanes into businesses.

		Dicks north side and places by Walgreens								Many active businesses		Turn lanes need to be priority. Better signal lights. Astehically pleasing like the south end of town is

		Difficult to turn left, difficult to reach businesses around the blocks near Irvine

		Dominos pizza is hard to exit, and others in that vicinity.

		Domino's/country kitchen area is most difficult along with the stretch between Bemidji Ave and Irvin								Not much, it does follow the lake.		It would be nice if it was wider with turning lanes.

		Double turning lanes....pulling out to take a left into traffic

		Each intersection that does not have a stop light can be difficult due to the amount of traffic.								I find it just fine the way it is. The problem is the stupid drivers who do not understand the laws of the road or think that they own the road and do not need to follow the rules.		Clear it better in the winter time.

		Everything after applebees while heading east bound								The variety of food and shopping experiences available				Jay@astitch.biz

		Exiting from Autozone can take a while.								I feel it is easy to navigate, have never had any issues driving in this area or getting to businesses. Haven’t had any issues with others in traffic either.				s_daniels1988@yahoo.com

		Exiting several places is often times quite difficult

		Exiting Simonson gas station and crossing the road from the south to the north to the mall area

		First National Bank, Hobby Lobby, Keith's Pizza, Culver's, Walgreen's, Papa Murphy's								Smoothness of the road		Ease of access for buisnesses,longer crosswalk times		Pierce.devin@yahoo.com

		from Irivne to ridgeway ave are the most diffcult ones								It provides quick route across the city

		Getting back on to 197 from the businesses/school on 197 can be a challenge.								Easy to get around.

		Going anywhere on the opposite side of the road are difficult because of the high amount of traffic.								Access to businesses		Stop lights and speed

		Going west and turning into anything on the south side. Making ANY left hand turns in this entire s.												Jessmoen29@gmail.com

		Hard to cross traffic to get to businesses on the opposite side of the road								Not much at all.		More medians and turn lanes.....also a lower speed limit....also landscaping and beautification.

		Hard to make left turns to head west in several areas. I generally drive a few blocks on back street

		Harder to leave than get in. Left turns are tough unless you can get to an intersection with a stopl

		Honda dealership can be difficult to enter or exit.								Speed Limit		Walkability - More Frequent cross walks (lots of people just run across the road instead of walking to a crosswalk because they are infrequent, better lighting, some sort of greenery as it is most just lined with businesses

		I choose to avoid anything on the left side of the street, Wal-Mart and Mcdonalds								Centalized to businesses, but use vack and side roads more often.		Middle turn lane access is inconsistent. No right turn lanes.		swesthoff93@yahoo.com

		I hate coming on by perkins it's a slow light with many accidents  and lots of traffic						Don’t spend the money		Just a short cut		Pave it

		I typically try to avoid needing to turn left when I get back on to Paul Bunyan at all costs.						They use too much salt along the road and it becomes nothing but slush. I would rather drive on snow		Quick access to businesses.		Move sidewalks away from the streets and do not salt them. Do not plant flowers along sidewalks, I am allergic to bees and got stung by FNB. Any new buildings should be set back to allow for better sidewalks. Get rid of all the overhead power lines and poles. Get rid of the Carnige library, not on this strip sorry.		msshevlin@hotmail.com

		I would say the area by Rod's meats and Starbucks would be the most difficult.						Better traffic flow		Not sure		Easier access and exit from this stretch with better traffic flow

		If I am at a business along that stretch and I need to take a left out of them.								4 lanes

		In and out of the target and Walmart areas are terrible								Nothing sticks out, sorry		No

		It can be hard to get back onto the corrider when leaving Pine Ridge Ave NW. Traffice does not stop								Seems to be smooth		I would like the speed to increase maybe more lanes or even more lights

		It is difficult to access businesses on the other side of on comming traffic. Long wait times

		It is generally hard to access businesses on the other side of the road.  First Natl Bank

		It’s a mess all along the road....

		It's often difficult to access businesses from the opposite lane like O'Reilly Auto, Walgreens, etc.								Downtown		Stoplights need to be synced better

		Keith's Pizza, McDonalds, Taco Bell								Cuts through most shopping

		L&M Fleet, Simonsons Center, Big Apple Bagels, Walgreens, Hardees.								Variety of business		Ease of access to business

		L&M/Menards/Home Depot always have trouble getting across and then sitting in the turning lane								There are a lot of great businesses		Easier to get from point A to point B

		Left hand turns are difficult.

		Left Turns are difficult/scary during busy traffic times								Its straight

		Leukens, Security Bank, Stittsworths, Walgreens

		Lily Pad Yoga, First National Bank								The lakeside scenery.		Eliminate the foul odor from the water treatment facility.		dmgrace@midco.net		Bemidji PD post on Facebook.

		LM Fleet								That it is four lane with a Center turn lane. Keep the stop lights and no round abouts. People drive like idiots and most can not figure out how to properly use them safely.		I don’t feel the road is the problem. The problem seems to be the drivers. Most drivers in this town seem to be self absorbed and believe everyone should bow to them. The city has grown the only thing that would truly help is frontage roads but there is no practical way of adding without destroying the businesses.		Chadhaugan@gmail.com

		locations mid way between instersections. i.e. leukens north, clarity glass, buffalo wildwings										I don’t know but I hate turning into businesses.

		Luekans Grocery Store. The entrances are so close to the McDonalds and Taco Johns entrances										Some businesses are just to close to the road.

		Luekens, mall								Hub of business center		Better traffic flow		gerihick@yahoo.com

		MAKING LEFT TURN INTO TRUSTAR, OR DISCOUNT LIQUORS (DUE TO CURRENT CONSTRUCTION MOSTLY)								There are businesses that I have to access.		Better accessible to businesses along the route. A bike path from intersection at 71 and 197 to airport. Safer sidewalks.

		Mall, target marketplace

		Many times it's hard to leave a business in areas where there are no traffic lights.						Bemidji drivers are dumb		Can see every turn coming up, nothing should be a surprise.		Bemidji drivers use the middle turn lane to merge. Needs to change throughout town

		McDonald’s, Taco Bell area.  Park ave is very difficult		No crosswalks						Easy access to businesses.

		McDonalds is very difficult to access when going East. Luekens & Starbucks also tricky to get to.								Access to numerous businesses.		No

		McDonald's, lukens, cenex, bank forward								Easy way to get on to highway 2

		Mcdonalds/ Kfc, the turning lanes are congested										Bike friendly access.

		Middle Lane aften has cars needing to turn left from both directions at the same time same place.

		Most businesses along the corridor not near semaphores are difficult to access due to traffic during

		Most businesses on the corners of Bemidji Ave and Paul Bunyan drive intersection.

		Most businesses on the eastern part of the corridor.

		Once you're at one location or strip mall, it's difficult to get back on the road to get to another.								Businesses		It has not been planned well in the sense that crossing over/across the street can be adventurous		wmson2112@hotmail.com		Friend

		Only issue would be waiting long periods to make turns into various businesses along this corridor

		Papa Murphy’s etc								It’s the main artery though town, I don’t need to like it, I just need it.		They patched the road last summer. Along the painted lines, there were multiple pot holes forming. They have reformed in under a year. Fix that.

		Papa murphys		There are not enough crosswalks. There are only a few at the corners with stop lights.						That it is two lanes. That it has a concentration of businesses on it.		Ease and safety of access to businesses for car traffic.

		Papa Murphy's and Stitsworth blocks						Many people still struggle using the center turn lane		Lots of businesses		Something with the center turn lanes.

		Papa Murphy's,  Car wash								It’s where I shop mostly.		Hard to get out of business entrances.

		Papa Murphy's, McDonald's, Arby's, Little Caesar's								The amount of business and variety of business located here. Traffic is pretty fast for most part.		Add left hand turning lanes. Better pedestrian system, you should feel safe to walk between businesses here, now you don't. Too many approaches from parking lots or side streets along this stretch make it frustrating to travel b/c people are turning everywhere and pulling out wherever. A driver really has to pay attention in order to avoid collisions.

		People driving in the left lane when they could be in the right lane.								It’s where a majority of the businesses are		Put up some street signs! When we were new to town we were angry that streets aren’t labeled & if they are there are small green street signs. Everything is called pail Bunyan around here, east west & north south. When traveling east on Paul Bunyan turning right that goes south, why isn’t there a big sign that says it’s 197/ Paul Bunyan. And if you turn left it’s Bemidji and of you torn right it’s Paul Bunyan & Bemidji ave.

		Perkins, America Inn-can only access if going East. Simonsons i								great retail area

		Pizza Hut, Hobby lobby												PamMagawa@gmail.com

		Pretty much any location that requires a left turn onto 197 that doesn't have a stop light.								Businesses are concentrated		More turn lanes

		Pulling out of business is usually more difficult when needs to cross lanes								Traffic stays moving, lots of businesses in this area		Sidewalks for sure. Crossing lane or stop light at country kitchen?

		Riverwood bank								Getting from Point A to Point B without interruptions		Filling of potholes ASPA .  They never seem to get filled.

		Security State Bank, Papa Murphys,  non stop turn lane and stop lights make these difficult  at time										Create side street entrances to businesses and if possible short frontage road that serve multiple businesses.		Doug_691@hotmail.com

		Simonson entrance hard to access coming from east. Sit in the left turn lane waiting to enter.						N/A		Most of my favorite places to shop are on this stretch.		Some businesses are hard to access and even more difficult to leave safely. Stop lights are extremely annoying—consider roundabouts

		Simonson- Starbucks- luekans

		Simonson, FNB Bemidji, Fast Lane Car Wash

		Simonson's and the auto parts store across the street.								Nice to get to businesses pretty fast		Maybe having some more turn lanes and etc as people rush by you when you’re trying to turn to the right to get to a business.		ashley_grace_16@live.com

		Simonsons, Chalet Center Wash, entering 197. Starbucks, entering 197, Chrysler Center, entering 197								Straight shot through all the businesses		It is pretty ugly especially compared to downtown which has gotten a lot of attention and is looking very nice. It does get a bit congested and does not seem safe for pedestrians or bikers at all.

		Simonson's, Papa Murphy's, first national bank, Walgreens								Most of the towns business are located here.		Safety for all.

		So much traffic makes it difficult to make a left hand turn where no lights.								Fairly fast way to travel across town.		Increase speed slightly, keep pedestrians and BIKES OFF the driving lane. Maintain asphalt and keep trees trimmed for a safer exit and entrance into 197

		Some of the turning lanes in the middle do not extend as far as they should to reach some businesses

		Starbucks coming from the direction right after the light

		Starbucks stittsworth luekens/McDonalds turn lanes crowded								Four lanes and slightly higher speed limit		Improve signals at intersections, improve business access, improve pedestrian accessibility		AustinS111218@gmail.com

		Starbucks when coming from the west. Going in and out of Walmart. Strip mall by Walmart, Stittsworth								Enough but not too many stop lights.		Make it prettier, it’s very messy looking the way it’s currently set up. Would really enhance the city and make more inviting.

		Starbucks, No designated left turn lane. The target/Walmart intersection

		Starbucks, Simonson, AutoZone, McDonald’s						Aesthetics of the corridor		Thr options it opens up for getting around he city, otherwise it's not great at this time.		I wish the business weren't so close to the road, more green along the corridor, better walkways and paths. Safety - turning right without proper turnlanes can be dangerous and slow traffic down.		Goty17@gmail.com

		Starbucks, Walgreens										More lanes for traffic! Less  pedestrians!

		Starbucks. Any business entrance near a stop light								Access to businesses		2 lane left turn needs better marking / instructions. Motorists dont stay in their lanes. Right turn at same intersection needs a (do not stop) sign southbound. Some drivers come to complete stop causing traffic flow issues and safety. Right turn lanes on stretch from bem ave to mcds by mall. For businesses. Lot of near miss rearending on this stretch.

		Starbucks—can only access if going correct direction and extremely difficult to get out of.

		Stitsworth meats, Luekens, Jimmy Johns								Lots of different businesses. Showcases our retail offerings		Reduce number of entrances, bigger intersections, enforcement-people run lights all the time, right turn lanes would help, so traffic doesn't have to slow down for turning drivers.

		Target, wells fargo don delinger								Visibility		The improvements I would like to see are more attentive drivers.  Too much cell phone use and distractions

		The area by Luekens and McDonald's is sometimes difficult.		Sidewalks that are present are extremely narrow and not all stop lights have crosswalks painted and								Put in more cross walks, like from Dave's pizza across to trek north and similar areas where there is a lot of foot traffic.

		The closer you get to the University the more difficult things seem to be.   Left turns are impossib

		The intersection bet Walmart and Target is a bad one esp when middle school lets out										Fewer traffic lights, higher speed limit

		The intersections without stop lights, such as by Honda of Bemidji.

		The light by Applebee’s is horrible to get a left turn on the light is too shourt								Its a main street,		Middle school ave is horrible their is blocks of traffic tryjng to get off of middle school ave onto 197 school rush is horrible		Jazzytharp@yahoo.com

		The section between Irvine Ave, and Perkins is especially bad at night time during the pm rush.								Not much really to like				Troyp823@gmail.com

		The Walmart entrance confusing.Starbucks is very dangerous when you’re eastbound.								Quick				Bk.karpinski@gmail

		There are so many driveways off of Paul Bunyan drive for businesses, so many cars trying to access										Ease in being able to cross traffic

		Things involving a left turn can be sketchy.								I like the looks of the lakes and wish u could.see more of it as u drive love the old parts  like the buildings it shows the town as it was back in the olDer days		Yes more lighting at night to.be able to see people.walking across the street and better access to stores along the sides of this busy highway

		Those that have driveways which are blocked by stopped traffic at semaphores.						Another route through town to alleviate some of the traffic		Middle turn lane		People need to use their blinkers, the road is fine

		Trek North, Luekens, liquor store, papa murphys						Center lane education				A lot less cross over of on coming traffic to enter businesses. Better regulation of stop lights

		Trying to cross 197 without a light								Left turn lane is effective; drivers need to be more courteous and need to follow more rigid standards.				hwelle@fnbbemidji.com

		Turn near bank forward/dominos, needs turn lanes in both sides the whole stretch

		Turning across traffic is difficult.						Speed of vehicles		4 lane		Everything moved too fast, but takes forever to get from bsu area to the other end of 197

		Turning into daros and hardees any turns between irvine and luekens												Bafred16@gmail.com

		Turning into Simonson from the East bound. (Befor the stop light) and turning left into  Walgreens f								The businesses along this stretch		More dedicated turn lanes and improved traffic flow and better timed lights.		Wiflady7@gmail.com

		Turning left								Most of the businesses are in one place.		Better turning lanes. Maybe even bike lanes for bikers though I am not one. Greenery/ flowers would be a nice touch, but not enough to block businesses.

		Turning left into starbucks-no turn lane as well as other businesses as there aren’t many turn lanes								Most businesses I use are within the cooridor.		Updated stop lights. They are not good.		Kris_4_23@hotmail.com

		turning left into traffic								It is four lane				jamesburrow@gmail.com

		Turning left into Walgreens parking lot, turning left into Luekens (right after McDonalds) because t								There's plenty of parking.		Trees and good sidewalks, better matched sensors for left turn needs. Minimum standard of store front design and landscaping.

		Turning left out places like Big Apple Bagels and Papa Murphy’s near intersections is hard.

		Turning out of Starbucks, big apple bagels,								Not many lights				Andrea.yardley@hotmail.com

		Valvoline										Right turn lanes

		Visibility is difficult, watching traffic is a priority and we often drive by the location								This stretch of road brings you everywhere. You can see almost every business from here.		N/a

		Wal mart								The business along it		The light in front of applebees

		Walgreens when traveling east and trying to turn into their parking lot from Paul Bunyan Dr								I can get to the stores along the highway with ease and have never ran into any problems other than being stopped at a red light.		It is sometimes difficult to make left turns on the highway during high traffic times

		Walgreens, Stittsworth, Verizon going towards Target, any left turn onto PaulBunyan Drive!!								It is relatively easy to get across town

		WALMART								I like the two lanes on both sides.		Make right turning lanes so traffic does not get backed up

		Walmart, Aspen Dental								It is on the side of town that we live. Other than that, nothing. It’s outdated.		I’d love to see the road wider and have more pronounced turn lanes for drivers that need to turn into a business. So as to remove the congestion that gathers once a turning lane gets over-crowded and spills into the roadway. Maybe some pedestrian bridges to eliminate so many from jay-walking. More traffic lights. Extra turning lanes for those who are turning right to eliminate traffic from slowing and possibly getting rear ended.		6122090604

		Walmart, Hobby Lobby, and some smaller businesses								The businesses on it are great.		I would change the amount of businesses going in on this particular stretch. There are so many and so many signs, it’s hard to find businesses at times.

		When turning left from either direction across traffic												Jhazeman@hotmail.com

				Cannot legally cross at some locations thanks to no ped signs.						There’s really nothing to like.		Make it safer did bicyclists abd pedestrians

				Don’t access for walking						Best way to move to the West Side of town.		Right turn lanes at all intersections.

				I am not sure						Don't have to use frontage roads for business access		The middle turn lane is hard to use a lot of the time

				Improved lighting along the sidewalk and emergency call stations might help women feel safe at night						The timing of the lights has been good. I don't feel like I am sitting at a light for a long period of time. The exit from WalMart is awful though.		More sidewalks. There aren't sidewalks on both sides of the road and when there are they are WAY too close to the road. Feels very dangerous in the winter when they aren't maintained well.

				most unsafe place in city						Lights are timed to make travel easier		Bike lanes		Cdseibold@gmail.com

				motorists not yielding to pedestrians when required

				People cross randomly						The 4 lanes of traffic		I would like to see the turn lanes on Hannah and middle school road able to turn on the green lights for going straight if there are no cars coming like you can on Irvine.		ekwallace@live.com

				School children are often seen trying to run across the Hwy to get to/from school. Sidewalks icy.						Convenient		Frontage roads		ngrubich@gmail.com

				So many entrance and exit driveways, so you are constantly checking that you don’t get run over				The length of the stop lights when trying to cross 197 too long &Turn Arrow too short		Speed limit. Traffic goes well IF people drive it.		Timing of the lights. Turn arrows too short. People know and they speed up to get through before it turns yellow/red or they go through the Reds.

				The amount of drivers that disregard red lights is a grave concern.						Variety of businesses.		The sections of missing sidewalks are strange and not user friendly and dangerous. I HATE the intersection of Paul Bunyan and Bemidji Ave. Driving north on Bemidji Ave, when you cross the intersection there is very little visibility of cars going east on Paul Bunyan Dr.

														Maranda.stauffacher@gmail.com

										Speed limit		Better enforcement of distracted drivers, and more importantly reckless driving!

										Only good things is it’s better then waiting to turn north or south at Bemidji Ave N and 3rd st nw which at times makes you sit more then 5 minn at the light.		Safer

														Pam.norenberg@gmail.com

										Variety of businesses/shopping available.		Reduced speed. Safer travel.

										Main area of road takes you everywhere.		More stop lights or better side streets to help with overflow from main highway. Larger parking areas farther away from the highway for businesses such as Papa Murphy's building.

												The left turn lanes are horribly misused, countless drivers seen using them as a driving lane for many blocks

										I can use this route to get to target		It is way too busy when will is in session. There isn't a safe way to turn left out of the school or the soccer fields. People whip out along the stretch to try to get out. Target area is a problem as well.

										Vibrant and good mix of businesses.		Access on east side by BSU students. Also, out of towners tend to stop when traveling east and proceeding south on to Bemidji Ave. Creates a dangerous situation as you don't expect them to stop.

										The speed		I do not like the part that merged with the hill and the curve.		Pc69dtk@gmail.com

										Congestion		More accessibility for non motorized vehicles

										Good selection of businesses and restraunts. I like the fact that there's some turning lanes and wish there were more turning lanes.		More turning lanes and better sidewalks or bike Lanes.		japepsi@neibottling.com

										It's a direct route through town		The timing on the stoplights is terrible. You can literally hit every single one driving that road. The one that you cross at Luekens North sometimes won't turn for 15 minutes at night. The intersection at a Irvine Ave is terrible.

								Traffic jam potential		Businesses available on the drive		Some turn outs from businesses could be improved		Billy2@gmail.com

												The intersection at Wal-Mart. Bad. Bad. Bad. Maybe turn line signs on the traffic lights would help.

										Relatively wide straight road should be easy to manuver		Cars do not follow speed limits and do not allow traffic lights to create gaps in the traffic so vehicles can't enter the corridor safely.

										Businesses		Widen the intersection of Irvine and 197... the Irvine ave portion

										Compared to other towns/cities, the road isn’t a bad road to travel on (i.e. not bumpy, pretty well taken taken care of.) There needs to be sidewalks that are always maintained...Summer, Spring, Fall and Winter. Needs to be more pedestrian-friendly. Flowers would be nice, make it more welcoming and appealing!!!		More pedestrian-friendly throughout all of our seasons and maintained at all times!! (Plowed in the winter!!!!) We NEED consistent sidewalks!!!  Also could be more visually appealingly! Flowers, trees, shrubs, etc!

										Easy access to the 71.		A safe way to turn left from Gilette onto Paul Bunyan.

										Many businesses and a variety close to my home.		Definitely a better bike path as well as aesthetics.

										No comment		No comment		Leahstouffer@hotmail.com

										Nothing		Better flow through the corridor (lots of slowing for turning vehicles currently)

										Easy to get to places and a lot of businesses on this stretch		Some businesses dont have that much parking spaces. Maybe more pedestrians crossing spots

										Few traffic lights

								Traffic flow is the issue, trying to get through the lights		It is the way in and out of town for me.		MN DOT says they can not reduce speed from Bemidji town out and on to Wilton and back and this is just a continuation of the issue of excess speed.

										There are many businesses along the corridor.		Ease of access trying to cross lanes of traffic. It is very difficult to access businesses on the opposite side of the road during busy times. It is very difficult to cross Paul Bunyan Drive any time of the day if you are not crossing at a stoplight.

										What’s nice is the access to everything via Paul Bunyan. Every business is connected to the road and it’s the easiest road to take to get through town.		Way to many accesses for businesses. You have cars constantly putting themselves in danger by taking a left turn out of a business where there is no stop light for that intersection so cars are trying to deal with traffic from both ways and so many times I see cars almost get t-boned. There are way to many accesses to Paul Bunyan. If it is meant to be a highway, you should’ve planned accordingly and put in service roads so there are less intersections. Lueken’s has 2 entrances on Paul Bunyan dri		Eastonh7@yahoo.com

										Many businesses in one small area.		Crosswalks and turn lanes and more lights

										I frequently shop at Luekan's and work at a school on PBD. Otherwise I like nothing about it. Too busy too fast too crowded dangerous for pedestrians/cyclists		Slower speed limits, Bike lanes, gap between sidewalks and road, sidewalks cleared in winter				My workplace sent the survey out

										Even at the busiest times, there's never all that much traffic.		The middle lane is often used as a 'merge' lane making it very confusing to predict what drivers moving into traffic are going to do.		amlanz@gmail.com

												sidewalks, bike path, ease of crossing				was sent to the Director of TrekNorth, and she forwarded it on to the staff

										I have a tendency to use the backroads when possible as the road is overcrowded and seems to have people that are distracted.				nthompson@treknorth.org		my boss (TrekNorth) forwarded

										I call it "Anywhere, America" because it looks like every other mid-size town in America that is sprawling out with franchises and their big signs in their parking lots.  At this point, there is not much I like at all about this stretch.  More green space, biking lanes, trees, and nice street lights like on the south end of town could help.		I mentioned it on the last question.  Some sort of ordinance that would make the street signage have to be smaller and less conspicuous.		awiggins@treknorth.org		Staff email from work- our business is on the road in question

										Everything you need is along that strip

										Nothing		Slow traffic using roundabouts at 197 and Middle School Drive and 197 and 71.		aviator@paulbunyan.net

										Two lanes.		The light on 71 is too short for commuters coming from the west turning left on 71 north.		Lindseystreiber@msn.com		Email from friend

										Easy to drive		No		John.Knorr.1156@gmail.com

								Entry to road		Most businesses are located on this road		Having a side road the access the large amount of businesses with fewer access points for vehicles. Because most accidents occurred from risky entry to road

														KEDRICK113@GMAIL.COM

														aprilmae2@gmail.com

																Pioneer

										ease of access to business		continuity of traffic light timing				superior forwarded email to complete survey

												Having stop lights synced up to the rest of the stretch.

								Traffic flow, merging at the west end, double turn at the east end drivers don’t stay in their lane		Convenience of having shopping and dining along the stretch. I wish we could attract more options		Where the corridor merges with US 2. Merging traffic from 197 are blind to traffic on US 2. I have had several near misses in the double turn on the east end when drivers fail to maintain their lane.		Kc5qdf@gmail.com

										Access to a lot of businesses, restaurants and shopping

										The businesses		A side road to access the businesses better. Leave the main road for people driving to the other side if town. Redo the walmart parking lot, way too confusing the way it was redone. Stop lights on the middle school road. NO ROUNDABOUTS though.

								Nothing. I just think a bike path is a waste of Money		Easy to drive and get in and out of business.		No

										Availability of businesses on one stretch		Close off entrances to businesses and have entrances on the back side. Put traffic lights and turn lanes at access points. We have to many businesses with access to Paul Bunyan Drive need to minimize thus

										Nothing. I try to choose other routes.		Every property owner should plant five trees between the street and their parking lot.

										Traffic flows well. Can get from one end to the other without stopping at too many lights.		Better facilities for pedestrians and cyclists

										Business access		Better speed limits and traffic control

										The shopping aspect

						Bikes and pedestrians would not work well on narrow sidewalk				Four lanes allows access to the numerous businesses along road		Stop lights at Hannah ave have strange pattern

										Good speed		No. People here are just bad at driving. When turning onto the corridor, they don’t always turn into the correct lane.

										Businesses		Safety, particularly for access to/from students at BSU and Trek North as well as easier access to business across traffic.

										Easy travel. Intersections are where the main problems are		Intersection of Irvine needs right hand turn lanes and only turn left on green. Intersection of ridgeway ave needs turn signals. Intersection of Hannah ave extremely dangerous		Jill_clink10@hotmail.com

										Not much to like. I do about 90 % of my retail shopping alone 197 though.		Maybe is should be divided, like downtown to Nymore		Nettywie@gmail.com

										All the business and stops to make along the stretch.

										Has most of the main businesses in town		Very difficult to make a left turn out of any businesses without a stoplight, something that will make going left easier would be nice

														twyns49@gmail.com

										I don't really like it. I mostly can use alternative routes to get where I need to be. I find it unattractive and difficult to drive.		Bike lane and better sidewalks. Some landscaping and better defined turning lanea		karenlisaforbes@yahoo.com

												Paving and turn lanes marked better at Paul Bunyan Dr and Bemidji Ave next to CVS		Norton.tim.87@gmail.com

										Business access		Bike lanes, easier business access.  get rid of that middle lane for turning,,,too confusing. I have seen near head-ons there.		rpersson@treknorth.org

												Cars making a left turn into the new Starbucks are stopped half in east traffic and half in the start of the turn lane at the stop light. Seems to create a few problems.		kminc@paulbunyan.net

												The addition of safe crosswalks. Add a safe off highway bike path.		darinmiller27@yahoo.com

								Overall appearance		I don’t, other than the fact that there are a lot of businesses concentrated there.		Do something about the open middle turn lane.  Too many times you meet someone head on from the opposite direction trying to turn also.  Doesn’t work very well.

										It’s where most of my errands need to be done so I like the proximity of those businesses.		I particularly do not like the stretch from Perkins to Irvine Ave.  it is hard to get in and out and there are no crosswalks in between.  I will take back roads to avoid left turns.  It is almost impossible to safely make left hand turns in that stretch and there are so many different businesses close together people are going all different directions.		solwaycrew@yahoo.com

												Ability to turn left.

										# of businesses the accessibility. It’s much more difficult for tourists to navigate  though. One has to know where they’re going.		One has to know where they’re going. Easy access for locals, but a hub led mess for tourists.

												Side street signal lights too long of a delay.

												Some kind of stoplight timing.

										This stretch of Paul Bunyan Drive gives access to a lot of different businesses in the area		The road needs to be made safer for Pedestrians and bikers. Children walk from the local school Trek North along this stretch of road.		jessrbudd@outlook.com

										It is the main artery through town to access most needed businesses		It is a pain to drive due to difficulty to get back on and the number of stoplights		Nicole.fiala86@gmail.com

														kaylasmith8584@gmail.com		childs school

										It has businesses that I need to get to.		It's the ugliest stretch of road in Bemidji. Signage is not great for businesses. A dedicated turn lane from start to finish would be wonderful (for example near Starbucks).

										Access to businesses		Reduce the number of driveway accesses on the east portion of corridor.

										It has access to almost all the major businesses I go to.		It can be very difficult to make left turns at certain times of the day due to traffic.  It is also difficult to see oncoming traffic in the left turn lane in front of Verizon.  If you need to turn onto Paul Bunyan Drive from a business or side street that doesn't have a stop light, you may need to wait a long time.  I think traffic is mostly moving at the right speed, but there is too much of it.		chrisgodding@icloud.com

										Easy to navigate		The traffic lights at the intersection of Ridgeway Ave NW and Paul Bunyan Dr. NW take an abnormally long amount of time to change. This stretch needs a couple more pedestrian crossings.				Link provided by my childs highschool that is located on this road.

								The look of it - it’s UGLY.		I like that it feels familiar.		I think we could make it much more beautiful and northern Minnesota-esque, have more native plants and pollinators, trees, etc. I also think we could reduce the heavy commercial look and bumper-to-bumper feel. It’s gross to see hugs lots of parked cars. Of course I’d also like to see safety improved and a way to safely turn left onto Paul Bunyan Drive from businesses along the corridor.		nkcacoyle@gmail.com

										It is the quickest way to get from Bemidji Ave to most used Shopping areas in town.		The flashing yellow arrows need to be set as a regular light with red when oncoming traffic has right-a-way. Too many drivers push through the light on Irvine from that arrow. I was in a car accident just like that where she turned out in front of me thinking she had the right away when I had green. Slower traffic would also help reaction time when someone does make a human error with their driving.		Lacmoliv@Yahoo.com

										All the business		Faster speeds,

										This stretch is located by important business		To make it safer to walk and bike. If it was safer, I would let my kids ride their bikes to school or the store		sabrina@inchargefitnesscenter.com		Treck North

																Parent of. TrekNorth student. Received email from the school

										It’s a pretty quick way to get through town		It is very hard to get out of businesses during parts of the day. Taking a left is almost impossible if you are not at a stop light. Also too many people use the middle turn lane as a merge lane

										Several businesses in one area.		Make it easier and safer to go in and out of businesses. You always feel like you  usually wait an extended amount of time to go in and out of business driveways or have to jet out into traffic.

										Center turn lane though most of it		The west end of the corridor does not flow well as the traffic starts to merge onto Hwy 2. I don't feel the new light helped much.		Patsy508@paulbunyan.net

										Meant to be quick		The turning lanes. No one uses them and then you're stopped on the main road

										Easy access to everything if you are on the "right" side of the road. Trying to get out into traffic to head west from a business on the south side of the corridor is risky at times without a stoplight!		More left turn only lanes/signals.		mskersick@gmail.com		Survey link sent to me by my daughter's school which is located along the corridor.

												better access  to and from the schools		olsongl@paulbunyan.net		link from Trec North School

										Center turning lanes, although some people use them to merge into traffic which makes them dangerous at times.		Honestly, if Bemidji had more accessible public transportation this stretch might not be nearly as busy, which would help with the traffic issues. Also making a bicycle lane would help immensely.

								More designated crosswalks		Retail access		Safe crosswalks

										Ease of travel		Easier for pedestrian or bike traffic

										Not a whole lot. The speed limit of 35 is at least slow enough to make turning out somewhat viable, but it's a long enough stretch that I don't think it should be lowered.		There needs to be considerably less access from side streets, fewer medians that obstruct movement at access points, and overall few to no business entrances along this busy stretch. I imagine that adding a frontage road presents a major engineering challenge, but the current situation is unworkable. Where there are access points, there needs to be better traffic control to improve the safety of attempting to turn left.		insignia96@gmail.com

										Nothing

										It's where I do my shopping.		Better access to get onto the drive. I only feel safe about turning onto the drive at a stoplight.  If there isn't a stoplight, it's very difficult to get on the drive. Also, the turn lanes need to be better labeled.

										Easy to drive		Add a trail along the corridor

												Walmart needs wider road for exits. Should have a lane for your 3 options, straight, and left and right. Currently not wide enough to accommodate that.

								Speed too fast entering highway 2 to gillette light.  65?  I have needed to stop and it’s dangerous		It is nicely lit at night.  There is four lanes plus a wide middle turn lane. I prefer to ride my recumbent trike with traffic and cannot on this stretch. The sidewalks are too narrow to bike on with pedestrians.		Add wider walking/biking paths.  It’d be nice to be able to bike to the movie theater/or for people to bike or walk from el pine village without being on the highway.  I see people biking on the stretch from gillette into town with 65 mile an hour traffic.  Not safe especially with that curve and the light at gillette.		jmeastman7734@outlook.com

										The business		No

										Many businesses are close together — a second downtown.		I would like to see traffic control improvement at the intersection of Highway 71 than 197 and Bemidji Ave and 197.		Msorlie@bis.midco.net

														Heather.knutson@yahoo.com

										It is just a corridor for accessing businesses		It’s an ugly blight on the scenic quality of the north woods.  We might as well be in West Fargo.  Come on Bemidji, you could have done better.

										Traffic moves fairly quickly		Better turn lanes. Safer sidewalks.

										Traffic is better than Minneapolis!  It is, however, poorly organozed and unsightly.		Biking lanes!  And make it more appealing.  It is not an attractive destination at all considering that most of our city’s retail is focused there.

								Aesthetics		Access to stores		A per bridge at Target/Walmart I absolutely do not want this road to be changed like 371 in Brainerd. That stretch is ugly and it is impossible to get between stores		Loons@paulbunyan.net

										Businesses off the road		Nonw

										keep it a 4 lane of you add a bike lane		the stoplights by luekens and perkins  also the traffic from 30th street is terrible so something needs to be done but no more round a bouts  they would be the death of us		1004 7th street SE bemidji mn 56601

										Nothing		More turn lanes. Not painted on like on Irving		littlejim623@yahoo.com

												Congestion, lack of access to businesses. Usually more convenient to access businesses via the frontage roads than Paul bunyan.

										It gets me to a lot of businesses I support.		There seems to be a high number of accidents at the Hwy 71 and Hwy 197 intersection, maybe an overpass would help. It would need the same at Anne St.		Krwhitingptc@gmail.com

										It is faily quick to get from one side of town to the other, and there are a large number and variety of businesses located along it.		The middle turn lanes have been a problem during high traffic times. When two vehicles from different directions are turning using the shared turn lane, it becomes confusing, and difficult to see oncoming traffic.		villnoweric@gmail.com

										Nothing.		Ease of access to businesses no matter which direction you approach from.

												Absolutely hate the entrance to Walmart and the other businesses there, very confusing and have witnessed many close calls there.		tonylar@gmail.com

										The flow of traffic is often very good		The ease of turning lanes and better division of turning lanes

										Signage is good. Visable.

										Existing divided portions are safer.  Existing stop lights make access to businesses possible.		Continuous, wide, safe sidewalks along the entire corridor on both sides of the road = #1.  Improving the general look = #2.  It's a crummy presentation for folks new to the area or tourists; looks just like any other linear business district with strip malls.		jseidel@paulbunyan.net

										Nothing really. Besides adding stop lights and a few stores it has not changed in my lifetime.		Trees!!! Needs to look enjoyable coming into town. It’s dull and univiting. Worst stretch in Bemidji.

										Almost every place I need to stop when I'm in town is on this atretch		Where 197 and Gillett meet, 197 goes into a one lane bottleneck to merge with Highway 2. Over the years as traffic merges there I have seen people race to get ahead of each other, cutting people off, and in general not using the merger of 2 and 197 properly. It has only gotten worse and some people use Gillet to the airport then out to 2 to avoid that area. There is too much traffic for this type of system to be safe any more		noblegypsyrose @outlook.com

										Nothing		Add a median. Change business entrances to 23rd. Extend 24th and encourage traffic needing to access businesses to take these. Plant a couple trees. This stretch of road looks like a dump. Provide alternative major route to downtown ie extend Hannah to 5th with no exits or driveways.

										4 lanes		North junction intersection, Bemidji Avenue and 197

												DECREASE THE NUMBER OF INTERSECTIONS THAT ACCESS BEMIDJI AVE N.  MAKE BEMIDJI AVE N ONLY ACCESSIBLE BY A CONTROLLED INTERSECTION.

										EASY TO SEE WHAT IS UP AHEAD.		AT INTERSECTION WITH RIDGWAY THERE NEEDS TO BE LEFT TURN SIGNALS ADDED TO CROSS PAUL BUNYAN DRIVE				RECEIVED EMAIL LINK THROUGH WORK

																EMAIL FROM CO WORKER

								The stoplights for accessing or crossing Paul Bunyan Drive/197 have far too long of a delay.		Quick access to the bypass, Hwy 2 W and Hwy 71 N.		There are not enough right turn lanes, especially from Ridgway Ave to Bemidji Ave.  This results in enhanced rear-end accidents and significantly slows the flow of traffic.  The semaphores for cross traffic are way too slow to cycle and the Irvine Ave intersection does not stay green long enough for cross and turning traffic.  The flashing yellow protected turn needs to be expanded to all intersections.

										Getbtonmost of the businesses alongthis corridor is fairly easy		Can be difficult or cross lanes in the middle if the block to access some business's or to cross lanes of traffic leaving business's in the middle of the block

														josephpage776@gmail.com

														Marty@paulbunyan.net

										Thriving businesses, easy to visit multiple places in one trip.		The sidewalks need to be further away from the road. People are forced to walk far too close to quickly moving vehicles, exceptionally worrisome in icy conditions.

												Sidewalks and better developed crosswalks

										Traffic stays moving for the most part and it doesn't take overly long to go anywhere.

										Many businesses, heart of north town		slow speed limit to 30, from 35  ALSO, YOU ASK THE 3 BEST WAYS TO BE CONTACTED, BUT FORCE TO MAKE CHECKING YOUR WEBSITE A CHOICE. DON'T WANT TO USE YOUR WEBSITE AT ALL!!!				email from member of committee

						Nor really an area to bike.				It gets me where I need to go.		Speed of vehicles too high.		dfalk@paulbunyan.net

										It’s a straight-shot through town.		Commuting can take too much time before and after work.

										Main business corridor		Walmart intersection

										You have access to a lot of businesses		No

										several retail and food establishments		It is often times difficult to cross two lanes of traffic and a turn lane to exit a business or pull onto PBD from a side street

												Better turn lanes for entering and exiting.  Maybe not allowing left hand turns when entering from some streets.

										Nothing		People drive too fast and do not pay attention to others.

												Add sidewalks where there Are none

										It is where most retail options are in town.		Put in more lights to allow people to make left hand turns more easily.

										It keeps chains and national businesses out of the downtown area, and it's easy to direct tourists to here for their needs		Put in dedicated, safe sidewalks for pedestrians and mobility-compromised people, and clear, dedicated and safe bike lanes

										All the businesses I frequent are on this stretch of the road.		Reduce amount of traffic, more designated turn lanes

								Not sure		It’s not split like the road is on the other end of Bemidji. That’s turned out to be an abysmal failure and I can promise more of the same failures if you do the same on this end.		You could fix maybe 90 percent of the issues of you added a couple stop lights. Improve other routes to lessen traffic make other routes desirable and traffic accidents decrease.		Cwilliamdolson@gmail.com

										It is a convenient way to enter town from 2		Signage is horrible. Even though I'm familiar with the 71 intersection, leaving town I have to scramble to be in the correct lane to proceed east of town. If I'm riding with someone, they end up going down 71 instead

										The businesses		Attractiveness

										Diversity of businesses		Better sidewalks. Better functioning traffic lights at Lueken's North.

										The center turn lanes.

										Generally traffic moves well through here. There seem to be sufficient controlled intersections to allow for access.		The left turn lanes are difficult, especially when a large oncoming vehicle is also turning left - it can be difficult to see around them.

										It's the main vein within Bemidji.  It gets you exactly where one must go for many different areas.		Put in a few more traffic circles and this would help decongest things.				an office email

										I like the 4 lanes.		Somehow I would add some bike lanes. I'm a student at BSU and there are MANY, MANY students who rent bikes and use it as their main form of transportation. Adding bike lanes would really expand the area of where they can bike to.

										It takes me OUT of town...		Traffic using the center turning lanes as a merging lane is particularly awful

										nothing		not sure

										It is easy to enter businesses from the road.		Create barriers to disallow left turns from a business entryway, while creating safe U-turn opportunities, or frontage roads. Of course the feasibility of adding this is in question.

										I usually try to avoid this stretch if possible. If I need to reach a business on this stretch, I try to find other access points from side streets or rear entrances.		Being able to bike down this stretch would be awesome. I wouldn't dare ride my bike anywhere near this stretch of road with the traffic. It's bad enough in your car with everyone on their phones. I wouldn't have a prayer on my bike.

										everything I need is available on it		it could look nicer, but probably at a large, unnecessary expense.

										You can get to most places from this stretch		Bicycle infrastructure upgraded		comebackjedi@gmail.com

										It is the main business area of Bemidji.		Safety		richbmn@earthlink.net

										Condensed businesses		Remove power lines

										Main businesses can be seen from road		Additional stop light by Domino's business or coordinated stoplights near that intersection to allow for cars to turn.		B_stalboerger@outlook.com

								Esthetics		Some sections of this corridor have updated sidewalks and some greenery from the businesses.		Sidewalks the entire length, and crosswalks

										I can do most of my weekly shopping on this one stretch. I’ve come up with my routine of which stores to hit first so I can avoid left hand turns. When the sun is rising and setting, you get some spectacular views driving this stretch, too!		Most of my frustration with drivers comes from others neglecting to follow the rules of the road. (Using the turning lane as an acceleration lane, not signaling, etc) left turns are tricky when traffic is heavy. The biggest concern I observe is with pedestrians, though. I don’t often walk this stretch, but many people do. Winter sidewalk maintenance is a concern, as well as safe crossing in the longer stretches without stoplights.		Kimberlylynn.bauer@yahoo.com

										There are many businesses that are accessible.		No

										The businesses that are available		Ability to get safely in and out of the businesses. The area is visually “run down”.  Would like to see Green Spaces like those along South Paul Bunyan Drive. (Lake and river area)

												Have semi traffic take the bypass		Philip.knutson@yahoo.com

										There are a variety of businesses that allow you to get most of your wants and needs		The entire corridor has been pieced together haphazardly with the influx of businesses.  It would be nice to see something that is easier to navigate and flows naturally.		hurlburt@paulbunyan.net

										There are not too many stoplights so travel goes relatively smooth		None

										Access to everything, speed limits are just right.		Light can sometimes take forever to change, people not paying attention especially at stop lights. Better flow of traffic.

										Wide lanes; easy to travel, especially in winter.						Relayed to officers (myself included) by Police Chief.

										It's necessary				drewes3@yahoo.com		Work email with provided link

										Heart of town		If it were easier to make left turns

										I like the amount of businesses on this stretch of road.		I've lived in Bemidji for most of my 37 years, and it is easy to recall that this stretch of road has Never been friendly to pedestrians. I've never understood why there are not safe walking and biking conditions, and Such difficulty to get across on foot or bike without "jaywalking."  When I worked on this strip of road at Pizza Hut for 7 years, I saw many traffic related incidents just outside of the building.		leorajeansmith@gmail.com		Email from my child's school, TrekNorth.

										Close to main businesses in the area that are frequented by numerous patrons.		The entrance to Starbucks and Auto Zone if turning from the eastbound lane there is not a center turn lane, you actually are in the westbound turn lane onto southbound Hannah AVE. This is a very dangerous spot with the potential for rear collisions, side collisions and head-on collisions.

										The left turn lanes		providing right turn lanes- slowing for everyone turning left is very hazardous







Bemidji citizens are slightly more likely to walk on this stretch than non-residents, though 
pedestrian traffic is not heavy for any population. 
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Yes 15%

No
85%

Total
N=375

Yes 16%

No
84%

Bemidji Residents
N=274

Yes 12%

No
88%

Non-Residents
N=101

Walk or Use Personal Mobility Device on 
Highway 197



5%

23%
31%

44% 45%

65%

4%

21%

33%

46% 47%

69%

8%

28% 26%

36% 37%

54%

Other Not interested in
walking

Gaps in sidewalk
network

Sidewalks not
maintained in winter

Sidewalks too close to
the road

Does not feel safe to
cross the highway

Total

Bemidji Residents

Non-Residents

Across the board, people’s reticence to cross the highway is a leading barrier for pedestrian use of 
this Paul Bunyan Drive corridor. 

20

Current Issues Limiting Pedestrian Usage



Overall, there is definite increased interest for walking if pedestrian facilities were to be improved. 
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Would Walk More if Pedestrian Facilities 
Improved

Yes 47%

No
53%

Yes 47%

No
53%

Yes 46%

No
55%

Total
N=375

Bemidji Residents
N=274

Non-Residents
N=101



Similar to walking, Bemidji residents are only slightly more likely to bike on this stretch than 
others. 
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Biking on Highway 197

Yes 14%

No
86%

Yes 15%

No
85%

Yes 12%

No
88%

Total
N=375

Bemidji Residents
N=274

Non-Residents
N=101



3%
16%

30% 33% 33%

43%
49% 52% 53%

3%
17%

32% 29%
35%

49%
54% 57% 58%

3% 12%

23%

42%

28% 27%
35%

39% 39%

Other Gaps in the
sidewalks

Sidewalks not
maintained in

winter

Not interested in
biking

Sidewalks too
close to the road

Doesn't feel safe
to cross the

highway

Doesn't feel safe
to ride on the

highway

Doesn't feel safe
to ride on the

highway/sidewalk

No dedicated bike
lanes/trails along

the highway

Total

Bemidji Residents

Non-Residents

Non-residents are less interested in biking Paul Bunyan Drive than Bemidji citizens; lack of 
dedicated lanes and not feeling safe keep bike use low generally. 
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Current Issues Limiting Biker Usage



The majority of Bemidji residents are interested in biking more frequently if a dedicated lane was 
introduced; other populations have an increased though less pronounced enthusiasm. 

24

Would Bike More if there was Dedicated
Bicycle Path

Yes 49%

No
51%

Yes 51%

No
49%

Yes 45%

No
55%

Total
N=375

Bemidji Residents
N=274

Non-Residents
N=101
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