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 Introductions 

 Project History

 Project Purpose and Process

 Project Status

 Public and Agency Involvement

 Schedule 

Presentation Outline



 Wisconsin Environmental Assessment 2004

 Downtown Red Wing Traffic Study 2005

 Identified in MN Law Chapter 152 as Tier 1 Bridge 2008

◦ Bridge project advanced to 2018

 Modified downtown traffic flow project 2012

 Environmental/Preliminary engineering 2012



Project Purpose



Primary Purpose:
 Provide structurally sound bridge crossings of  the Mississippi River and Highway 

61
 Improve traffic mobility in the Downtown Red Wing Commercial/Historic 

District

Secondary Purposes:
 Continuity of  Highway 63
 Connection to Highway 58 and Highway 61
 Maintenance of  Traffic (M.O.T.)
 Access to Trenton Island
 Pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations  

Purpose and Need



Phase 1: Jan 2012-Mid 2014
 Data Collection and Analysis

 Scoping

 Bridge Feasibility Study and 
Concept Evaluation

 Recommended Alternative(s) 
Selected

Phase 2: Mid 2014-Mid 2015
 Environmental Documentation

 Preliminary Bridge and 
Roadway Design 

 Staging Plan (maintenance of  
traffic)

 Municipal Approval of  Layout

 Official Mapping

Study Process
Both Phases: Public and Agency Involvement  

Study Process

Both Phases: Public and Agency Involvement  



Project Status



 Decided to construct a new two-lane river crossing 
immediately upstream from the existing bridge;

 Identified a recommended alternative for the 
Wisconsin approach (jug-handle intersection);

 Identified a recommended alternative for the 
Minnesota approach (button-hook with slip-ramp)

Overview of Major Decisions







Buttonhook with Slip-
ramp



Environmental Assessment and 
Preliminary Design



 Detailed impact assessment process addressing federal and 
state requirements;

 Addresses the recommended and no-build alternatives;

 Considers full range of  social, economic and natural 
environmental issues;

 Concludes with identification of  a preferred alternative to 
advance to detailed design and construction;

 Technical studies are ongoing.

Environmental Assessment Update 



Noise Analysis

 Addresses noise levels for existing and proposed conditions

 Identifies “receptors” that will exceed established standards

 The cost/benefit is computed for potential noise wall 

locations

 Noise walls meeting cost/benefit criteria are brought to the 

effected properties for a vote









Visual Quality Process 



• Photographer, Red Wing Arts Association
• Sargent’s Nursery and Red Wing Advisory 

Planning Commission
• Red Wing Heritage Preservation 

Commission
• Studio Artist, Transportation Committee, Red Wing 2020
• SHIP Coordinator (Health Improvement), Goodhue County HHS
• Planning Director, City of  Red Wing
• Prairie Island Indian Community
• Pierce County Board
• Artist, Town of  Trenton
• Student, Planning Intern

Visual Quality Advisory Committee 
Representatives:

• Photographer, Red Wing Arts Association
• Sargent’s Nursery and Red Wing Advisory 

Planning Commission
• Red Wing Heritage Preservation 

Commission
• Studio Artist, Transportation Committee, Red Wing 2020
• SHIP Coordinator (Health Improvement), Goodhue County HHS
• Planning Director, City of  Red Wing
• Prairie Island Indian Community
• Pierce County Board
• Artist, Town of  Trenton
• Student, Planning Intern





What has happened during the Visual 
Quality Process? 
What has happened during the Visual 
Quality Process? 

• VQAC Meeting # 1- 4
Project Background & Context,
River Bridge Pier Concepts A&B,
Hybrid Concept C

• VQAC Meeting # 5 (Workshop)
Issues, Opportunities, and Design 
Directives for the Wisconsin and 
Minnesota Approaches



Preliminary Visualizations 

River Bridge Piers



Option “B”Option “A”



Grey / Beige / Taupe

Color Options

Grey / Beige / Taupe



Day Night

Hybrid Option “C”

Day Night





Hybrid Option “C”



Hybrid Option “C”
• Overlooks
• Vertical Gateway Elements
• Ornamental and Crash Rails
• Roadway and Accent Lighting 



Hybrid Option “C”

Day



Hybrid Option “C”

Night















Next Steps for Visual Quality Process
• VQAC Meeting # 6 in November

Finalize River Bridge Pier
Concept 

Review Summary of Design 
Directives from Workshop

• VQAC Meetings # 7 and # 8

Develop Visual Quality Manual



 To Date
◦ Three Open Houses
◦ Five Listening Sessions
◦ Three Newsletters
◦ Nine Policy Advisory Committee Meetings
◦ Numerous Project Presentations

 Website: www.dot.state.mn.us/d6/projects/redwing-
bridge/index.html

Public Outreach Update

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d6/projects/redwing-bridge/index.html


 Publish EA for Review and Comment – February 2015

 EA Public Hearing – March 2015

 Complete Environmental Review Process – May 2015

 Complete Preliminary Design Activities – May 2015

 Final Design – Summer 2015 to Fall 2017

 Construction – 2018 and 2019

Schedule



Questions / Comments

Chad Hanson, P.E.
Senior Design Engineer
MnDOT – Rochester

507-286-7637
chad.hanson@state.mn.us
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