
N:\Planning\ATP\minutes 
 

Area Transportation Partnership 7 (ATP 7) 
Minutes of October 10, 2014 Meeting – MnDOT, Mankato 
 
 
Members Present: 
 
Bob Apitz, Lisa Bigham, Annette Fiedler (alt.), Chad Fowlds, Chris Frederick , Terry Genelin, David Henkels, Jeff 
Johnson, Steve Koehler, Jack Kolars, Greg Ous, Darrell Pettis, and Gordy Regenscheid 
 
Members Absent: Mark Anderson, Alan Oberloh, Steve Schnieder, and Matt Widboom 
 
Others Present:   Ronda Allis, Rebecca Arndt, Jan Klassen,  Jake Huebsch, Josh Pearson, Dan Sarff, Jacob 
Thunander, and Paul Vogel 
 
Steve Koehler welcomed everyone; attendees introduced themselves. 
 
The minutes of July 25, 2014 were reviewed and approved as presented.   
  
In the July 25th minutes, Jeff Johnson stressed the importance of potential turnback candidates as MnDOT 
considers which projects they will program.  Greg Ous provided an overview of the District’s potential turnback 
projects.  District 7 is currently working with Blue Earth County on the turnback of TH 66.  The District has also 
been in conversations with Le Sueur County about the turnback of TH 112 (possibly in 2018).  Other turnback 
candidates include the 200 series south of I90. 
 
Addition of Operating Procedures to ATP resource book 
 Ronda Allis distributed updated ATP Operating Procedures for inclusion in the ATP member binders.  The 
operating procedures were reviewed at the July 25, 2014 meeting and suggested changes were incorporated 
into the final draft.  Ronda reviewed those changes with ATP members.   
 
Selection of Chair and Vice-Chair 
The ATP Operating Procedures require that the group select a Chair and Vice-Chair at the first meeting after 
September 1.  Steve Koehler serves as the current Chair and was nominated to serve again.  Steve agreed to 
serve another term as ATP Chairperson.  The operating procedures also call for the selection of a Vice-Chair.  
Greg Ous asked the ATP members for their input on the selection of a Vice-Chair.  The ATP has not been 
consistent in selecting a Vice-Chair over the years and there was discussion about the need/purpose of a Vice-
Chair.  Members liked the idea of having a Vice-Chair and Jack Kolars was selected to fill this role. 

2015 – 2018 Draft STIP update 
Lisa Bigham reviewed the ATP-7 portion of the 2015-2018 STIP 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/planning/program/pdf/STIP/2015-2018%20STIP%20FINAL.pdf with members.  It 
was noted that for ATP-7, the Fiscal Year 2015 program is $162M (3 – 4 times our “normal” program).  The large 
program includes Corridors of Commerce funds for TH 14 and additional funds allocated for I-90 and TH 14 
turnbacks.  Lisa congratulated ATP members and thanked them for all the hard work that they had to do to 
produce that large of a program.  

 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/planning/program/pdf/STIP/2015-2018%20STIP%20FINAL.pdf
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Review 2019 solicitation process 
All of the ATP subcommittees have met to review/update their forms for the upcoming FY 19 solicitation.  Each 
subcommittee provided an update to the ATP. 
 

STP – Small Urban 
Steve Koehler noted that the STP-Small Urban subcommittee (cities) performed a thorough review of 
the application last year to ensure it met the new MAP-21 guidelines.  This year, in preparation for the 
FY 19 solicitation, the form only required minor modifications including updating the years (from 2015 – 
2018 to 2016 – 2019) and adding beginning and ending reference posts to the application.  
 
Gordy Regenscheid discussed a project in North Mankato that is programmed for FY 18 and partially 
funded with STP-Small Urban funds ($1.58M).  The city was successful in receiving other forms of 
funding toward the project (e.g. HSIP) and because of this, they have more Federal funds than needed.  
They are requesting permission to expand the scope of the project to include another round-about on 
the south side of TH 14 and to extend the length of the mill and overlay project, thereby spending the 
additional Federal funds.  The ATP STP-Small Urban subcommittee has already reviewed this request 
and is in favor of allowing the change in scope/length.  The full ATP also supports the changes to this 
project. 

 
STP - Rural 
Gordy Regenscheid provided an overview of the STP-Rural (counties) application.  Similar to the STP-
Small Urban application, a major update was completed last year as a result of MAP-21.  The form was 
updated for the FY 19 solicitation to include similar changes as the city form (dates and reference posts). 

 
Transit 
Bob Apitz talked about transit funding for the 5311 systems.  MnDOT used MVST (motor vehicle sales 
tax) funds in 2014 to fund bus purchases.  They are looking to use MVST funds again in 2015.  At this 
time the Transit subcommittee is planning to solicit for FY 16 applications; however, there is a chance 
that MVST funds will be used again in FY 16.  The Transit subcommittee will continue to update the ATP 
on transit funding. 

 
TAP 
Darrell Pettis provided an overview of the changes to the FY 19 TAP application/process.  The Letter of 
Intent and first four sections of the full application are consistent statewide, so those were 
reviewed/modified by Central Office.  The TAP subcommittee focused on sections 5 – 8 of the full 
application.  Minor changes were made and Darrell reviewed those changes with ATP members. 
 
There were concerns raised about the short turn around for the Letter of Intent (opened October 1st and 
closed October 31st).  Ronda Allis will bring these concerns to Central Office when we hold our year end 
meeting next summer.   
 

SRTS - statewide 
Ronda Allis distributed information on a Statewide SRTS solicitation that will provide funding in FY 
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15 and FY 16.  The solicitation process will run concurrently with the TAP solicitation and TAP 
subcommittee members will be asked to review and rank the statewide SRTS applications. 

 
2014 – 2015 Local Road Improvement Program Solicitation 
Gordy Regenscheid discussed the 2014 – 2015 Local Road Improvement Program solicitation.  Handouts were 
available to members in their packet. 
 
Other Items 
 

Federal redistribution 
Gordy Regenscheid informed ATP members of the upcoming federal redistribution of funds.  Several 
2014 federally funded projects were bid under the original estimates, resulting in approximately 
$8M in savings.  These funds will be redistributed, ½ to the metro area, and ½ to outstate 
Minnesota.  District 7 had three projects that were identified to receive approximately $458,000 of 
the redistributed funds:   
 
New Ulm - approximately $291,000 
Jackson County – approximately $167,000 
City of Mankato – approximately $75,000 
 
Programming Update Workgroup 
Annette Fiedler and Lisa Bigham recently attended a MnDOT Programming Update Workgroup 
meeting.  There was a lot of discussion about the role of the ATP in programming transit projects; 
options include funding centrally or continuing to fund through the ATP process.  The next step 
involves taking this discussion to the District Engineers for their input.  District 7 ATP members 
support the current process of selecting transit projects through the ATP. 
 
Shout out to Bob Apitz for his “Distinguished Career Award” from MPTA.  Jan Klassen thanked Bob 
for his years of dedicated transit leadership/service in District 7.  
 
MAPO update 
Paul Vogel, MAPO Executive Director, provided a MAPO update.  MAPO is currently working on their 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  An Open House will be held on October 30, 2014 from 5:00 
p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  MAPO is also working on a functional classification review/update and has been 
assisting Region Nine Development Commission in a number of SRTS (Safe Routes To School) 
observations (North Mankato and Eagle Lake). 
It was noted that once the “robust” LRTP is completed, the outcomes should be factored into 
programming decisions.  
 
RDC SHIP/SRTS update 
Josh Pearson, Region Nine Development Commission, has been busy with active living and safe 
routes to school planning throughout their 9-county region.   There is interest in working with Josh 
to see how we can incorporate these pedestrian/bicycle projects into our MnDOT roadway projects. 

 
Next proposed meeting date 
Friday, December 19, 2014 - 10:00 a.m. – Annual legislative forum 


