
Area Transportation Partnership 7 (ATP 7) 
Minutes of June 24, 2016 Meeting – Mankato Transit Facility, 501 South Victory Drive, 
Mankato 
 
 
Members Present: 
Mark Anderson, Lisa Bigham, Chad Fowlds, Terry Genelin, Jeff Johnson, Jack Kolars, JinYeene Neumann, Greg 
Ous, Darrell Pettis, Fred Salsbury, and Matt Widboom 
 
Members Absent: Bob Apitz, Chris Frederick, David Henkels, Steve Koehler, and Gordy Regenscheid 
 
Others Present:   Ronda Allis, Annette Fiedler, Seth Greenwood, Jake Huebsch, Sam Parker, and Debra Yates 
 
Vice Chair Jack Kolars welcomed everyone and thanked the City of Mankato for hosting the meeting. 
 
The minutes of March 14, 2016 were reviewed and approved as presented. 
 
Ronda Allis presented an updated ATP “meeting schedule and timeline for ATIP development” document.  
Annette Fiedler suggested adding a sentence under the month of June notifying ATP members that over the 
summer months they should be confirming their ATP membership with their respective agencies so that new 
appointments/re-appointments are ready to be reported at the September ATP meeting.  Ronda Allis will make 
this addition and have the calendar added to the ATP website. 
 
2016 STIP status  

STIP amendments – Deb Yates provided an overview of the two Administrative Modifications and one 
STIP Amendment that had been processed since the ATP met on March 14, 2016. 
2016 construction update – MnDOT – Chad Fowlds shared information with ATP members on the status 
of various 2016 construction projects in District 7 (e.g. US 169 from Mankato to St. Peter; Highway 14 
Nicollet bypass; Henderson bridge project, etc.).   
2016 construction update – local projects – Deb Yates noted that 2016 was a good year for lettings on 
local projects (Darrell Pettis noted that bituminous prices were down approximately 30%).  ATP-7 had 
additional federal funds to spend on local projects (due to the lower than anticipated lettings and some 
additional funds that were received through the State Aid redistribution process) and have used those 
funds to make all the local projects “whole” (maxed out the 80/20 funding split).  Even after making the 
local projects whole there are still additional federal funds that the local eligible projects are  unable to 
spend.  Those funds have been provided to ATP-6 for use on a local project in Mower County. 

 
Legislative update 

Greg Ous provided ATP members with a legislative update.  When the ATP met in March 2016 there was 
hope that the legislature would pass a transportation bill.  After the session ended, and no 
transportation bill was passed, there was hope that a special session may be held.  It now appears as 
though there will not be a special session.  The lack of a transportation bill has caused some problems 
with MnDOT’s budget authority, which ultimately causes problems with MnDOT Central Office providing 
the Districts with their funding targets.   
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2017 - 2020 STIP status  
Lisa Bigham and Deb Yates reviewed the latest version of the draft 2017-2020 STIP.  They highlighted all 
of the changes that have occurred since the ATP met in March 2016.  Lisa Bigham noted that due to 
several 2016 projects being let over budget, it is likely that District 7 will need to ELLA (early let, late 
award) some of the projects in the draft STIP causing some funding shifts.   
 

2021 - 2026 10-year CHIP  
Ronda Allis reviewed the draft 10-year CHIP (Capital Highway Investment Plan) for 2017-2026.  She 
noted that the plan is updated every year and projects in the outer six years will continue to change.  
Ronda Allis also provided an overview of the 10-year CHIP outreach that District 7 has been undertaking.  
Presentations will be held at all 13 counties as well as a number of cities in the District. 

 
Greater MN Transit Investment Plan 
 Due to a scheduling conflict Sara Dunlap was unable to attend. 
 
Regional transportation updates 

• MAPO – Jake Huebsch, Transportation Planner, said they are busy with a number of planning projects 
including two corridor studies, various ICE reports, and a complete streets plan with the City of North 
Mankato.  They are also working on their 2017-2020 TIP.  Lisa Bigham noted that District 7 is working 
with MAPO on a potential corridor study on TH 22 from Mapleton to St. Peter.  Lisa plans to share the 
draft scope of work for the corridor study with the MAPO TAC at the July 21st TAC meeting. 
 

• RDC – Annette Fiedler, SWDC, will be working on 6 SRTS planning projects in her region as well as 1 or 2 
Active Living plans.  The quarterly meeting of the RDC Planners will be held in New Ulm August 18 – 9, 
2016; they would like Gordy Regenscheid to attend and talk about the impact of federal funds on TAP 
projects.  Annette attended a National Transportation conference in Chattanooga, TN in June.  She 
participated in a panel presentation (along with Katie Caskey from MnDOT Central Office and Ronda 
Allis, MnDOT District 7) on the LOI (Letter of Intent) process that was developed for the TAP application 
process.  MnDOT received a national award from the National Association of Development 
Organizations for the TAP LOI process. 
 

Sam Parker, Region Nine Development Commission, said they have 3 SRTS planning projects in their 
region.  He will be coordinating a Region Nine TAC meeting during the month of August.  They are still 
waiting to hear more information on a contract with the Office of Transit to update the Human Services 
Transit Coordination Plan.   

 
Review ATP Operating Procedures  

ATP members conducted their annual review of the ATP-7 Operating Procedures.  Suggested changes 
included updating Page 3 to reflect FAST Act requirements (versus the former MAP-21 bill 
requirements), updating the TAP program to reflect the change back to the TE program, and minor 
changes to punctuation.  Ronda Allis will make the necessary updates and have the updated operating 
procedures posted to the ATP website.   

 
Other business  
Mark Anderson, Mankato Transit, shared information about the status of the county-wide transit efforts in Blue 
Earth, Le Sueur, and Nicollet counties.  For now, the cities of Le Sueur and St. Peter will be entering into a Joint 
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Powers Agreement to provide transit between the cities of Le Sueur and St. Peter (and into Mankato).  Under a 
separate agreement, the counties of Blue Earth, Le Sueur, and Nicollet will worth with VINE to look at providing 
county-wide transit. 
 
Terry Genelin was interested in the results of the US 169 corridor transit study survey.  Lisa Bigham noted that 
they received over 2,000 survey responses and there was a lot of support for an intercity bus service between 
Mankato and the Twin Cities.  They are currently working on summarizing the survey results. 
 
Next meeting  
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 9, 2016. 
 
Mark Anderson provided interested ATP members a tour of the new Mankato Transit facility. 
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