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THE MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOL NETWORK…

…is approximately 190 
dedicated professionals 
from organizations and 
agencies that are 
advancing Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) in 
Minnesota...

...that builds skills in Minnesota communities to 
successfully implement SRTS, supporting partnerships 
between state and local agencies, municipalities, and 
advocacy organizations, and advocating for policy 
changes to support walking and bicycling to schools and 
improvements to the built environment...

...and makes Minnesota 
a state where all 
students, no matter their 
race, ethnicity, income 
level, age, ability, or 
geographic location, can 
walk and bicycle on 
routes that are safe, 
comfortable and 
convenient...

...because to be able to 
walk and bike safely 
makes health, learning, 
communities, and 
independence better for 
all of us.
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AGENDA
• Welcome and Introduction

• MnDOT Updates

• Beyond MnDOT…SRTS Funding Resources

• Follow Up SRTS Evaluation Plan and Tools

• Announcements
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Minnesota Safe Routes to School Update

Dave Cowan

Safe Routes to School Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Transportation 



2018 Bike Fleet Awards

▪ Congratulations!!

▪ New York Mills School District

▪ Feeling Good Minnesota

▪ ISD 197 (West St. Paul, 

Mendota Heights, and Eagan)

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/bicyclesolic.html

Fleet, trailer at ~$31,000 

State Funds (spent by June 2017)

Resolution of support from school board or governing body
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Walk/Bike to School Day

Talahi, ES

Somerset, ES

Dawson-Boyd, ES

Falls, ES

Roosevelt, ES

Entry level 

Sign up and we can support with materials

Builds future champions into our network

Increases in the past couple of years

Walk to School Day registration and info

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/news-events/walk-to-school-day.html
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WALK/BIKE TO SCHOOL DATES:

OCTOBER 10TH, 2018

FEBRUARY 6TH, 2019

MAY 8TH, 2019

Implementation support

Funding

Capacity of rdcs

Evaluation

Completeness of an application (asks the most important questions)

Most planning work or largest # of students reached
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PowerPoint Template
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Photo Contest
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mnSafeRoutestoSchool.org
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Solicitation Info

▪ Statewide Planning Grants

▪ Early October

▪ ~$300,000 

▪ Infrastructure Solicitation

▪ Early October Letter of Intent

▪ TAP/State Process combined

▪ Subdivision Regulations

Infor re: Ordinance requirement

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/documents/grant-eligibility-

changes.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=gov

delivery&utm_term=
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Exciting News!!

▪ School District and Regional Safe Routes to School 

coordinators

▪ Equitable Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Education

▪ Demonstration Projects 

▪ Governor’s Children’s Cabinet

▪ Additional State SRTS Support
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▪ Ambassador Kits (walking school bus, 

bike rodeo, bike train, crossing guard)

▪ Evaluation!! Now is the time of the year to 

be doing this!!

▪ Sign Up for eNews, follow us on 

Facebook

Ambassador Kit Sign Up

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/wbf-application.html

Reminder to do evaluation!

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/resources/evaluation.html

Reminder that we have an enews and a facebook page LINK

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/contact/contact-information.html
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Minnesota Safe Routes to School Update

Dave Cowan

Safe Routes to School Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Transportation 
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SRTS Funding Resources
Maxwell Kaufman – Southwest Regional Development Commission
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Why is this a need?
• Funding for SRTS infrastructure is: 

• Necessary

• Competitive

• Scarce

• Small schools and communities often have limited time and staff to 
research options. 

• The inevitable question: “Who is going to pay for this?”
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Funding Resources Spreadsheet
• Contains Funders broken down by:

• Type of funder

• Eligible applicants

• Average grant amount

• Local cost share

• Types of projects funded

• Some of this information is difficult to find, so not all funding sources 
are complete.

• Ideally this could be updated and include regionally-applicable tabs. 

Have been working on this on and off for some time. 
Still in need of more resources. 
Looking for suggestions of how to improve the spreadsheet and if it would be useful in 
general. 
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https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/frequent_rou
tes_to_funding.pdf
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Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of 
Minnesota and Blue Plus® are 
nonprofit independent licensees of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association.

Confidential and proprietary. 

MN SRTS 
Evaluation 
Program 

August 9, 2018
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Evaluation Questions and Tools

• Student Travel Tally

• Parent Survey

How students 
get to school

• School Zone Hazard Observational Assessment (NEW!)
Safety of school 
arrival/ dismissal

• School Environment and Policy Assessment (NEW!)

• SRTS Plan Evaluation Survey (Revised)

• School Progress Check List (Revised)

How schools are 
implementing

Better Health Together | health.mn.us/ship 22

How do students get to/from school? How is this changing over time?
How safe are school arrival/dismissal areas?
How are schools implementing SRTS programs and projects?
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Health Equity: Make It Your Business 
#startseeingequity

http://www.bluecrossmn.com/healthequity
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CENTER FOR PREVENTION PODCAST

Explores themes related to 
health, health equity and 
community. 

We hope to include community 
voices in our episodes, and are 
collecting stories for our March 
launch!

Please call in at 1-877-972-7563 
and share your thoughts in 30 -
60 seconds on when and how 
you learned about being healthy.

www.centerforpreventionmn.com/podcast

The Center for Prevention is launching a new podcast!

First episode came out March 20, and focused on trends and traditions in health, 

and how they shift across generations. And we’d like to hear from you, or 

friends, family, students, teachers… Please call us at 1-877-972-7563 and share 

your thoughts in 30 - 60 seconds on when and how you learned about being 

healthy. Don’t forget to give us your full name and phone number so we can 

contact you to follow up on your story. We look forward to hearing your stories.

The State We;re In: Please call us at 1-877-972-7563. Tell us a time when you 

or someone you know felt othered and how it affected your health. What does it 

mean for you to feel like you belong? Why do you think it’s important to belong 

to one another?

https://www.centerforpreventionmn.com/podcast

Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/centerforprevention/posts/2061738680509111
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Fall Walk! Bike! Fun! Trainings

• Walker, September 18

• New York Mills, September 21

• Stillwater, October 26

• Thief River Falls, TBD

• Fairmont, TBD

Registration and promotion will be posted on 
walkbikefun.org and Basecamp soon!

Ambassador Kit Promotion: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/wbf-
application.html

http://www.bikemn.org/education/walk-bike-fun
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

• SRTS Academy Application – To host a fall workshop, 
application deadline August 15, 2018

• America Walks Solicitation for Ped Planning:
http://americawalks.org/apply-now-for-new-road-to-zero-
program/ 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214140517306540
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WALK/BIKE TO SCHOOL DATES:

OCTOBER 10TH, 2018

FEBRUARY 6TH, 2019

MAY 8TH, 2019

Bike/Walk to School Day registration is open for October 10th -

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/registration/
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To join the Minnesota Safe Routes to School Network, 
email center.communications@bluecrossmn.com

MONTH
October 25, 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

TOPIC
• Walk! Bike! Fun! Ambassador Program
• Stop For Me Campaign – Impact Results

MONTH
November 15, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

MONTH
December 20, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

TOPIC
• Outcomes of Demonstration Pilot

TOPIC
• Year End Survey Results

THE MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOL NETWORK…

January 18 SRTS in Large School Districts and Minneapolis New SRTS Action Plan
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2018 MEETINGS
2018 Meeting Dates:

January 18 
February 15 

March 8 (revised from 15)
April 19
May 17
June 21
July 19

August 9 (revised form 16)
September 20 

October 25
November 15
December 20

Call Time: 10:00 – 11:00AM
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THANK YOU!
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