
Local Road Wetland Replacement 
P “R d P ”Program “Road Program”

Wh  i  i ?What is it?

BWSR provides replacement on behalf of local 
public road authorities for impacts resulting from 

h b i  i  h bili i  f rehab, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation of 
currently serviceable roads for safety standards.

Not MnDOT, not DNR, not new roads.



Road Program

How does BWSR provide replacement?

A W tl d B k A Wetland Bank 
generates credits

Credits owned or 
obtained by BWSRobtained by BWSR

Credits used to 
replace impacts



Road Program

Three methods for obtaining credit:

1. BWSR purchases credits from existing 
b kbanks.

2. BWSR purchases credits from other 
banks as they are released.y

3 BWSR develops their own bank3. BWSR develops their own bank.



BWSR Banks Purchase Credits

BWSR purchases 
easement

BWSR & sponsor sign 
agreement for credit 

purchase

BWSR develops 

p

P i t   d l  BWSR develops 
appl.

Private sponsor develops 
appl.

BWSR develops 
bank & credits

Private sponsor develops 
bank & creditsbank & credits

BWSR h  d  

bank & credits

BWSR purchases credits 
for road program



Road Program

Where does BWSR get the $$$$?

1. MnDOT provides money through 
i  interagency agreements.

2. Banking fee revenue.

3. Legislature appropriates bonding money.



Road Program Credits

Not all credits are Corps-approved, but we are 
ki  making progress.

S  d    b  C dSome credits may never be Corps-approved.

Credits are shared with MnDOT per interagency 
agreement.

Moving forward, road program will get joint 
l b f  d iti  ditapproval before depositing credits.



Road Program

Who determines eligibility?

The Technical Evaluation Panel (LGU, BWSR, 
SWCD) evaluates delineation  impact SWCD) evaluates delineation, impact 
minimization, and eligibility (serviceable road, 
improvement project, etc.). improvement project, etc.). 



What is the process for a project to get into 
the road program?

Road Authority identifies Submit delineation and appl

the road program?

wetlands and impacts form to TEP 

TEP i  TEP i  f  if 
Road authority 
sends form to TEP reviews 

program eligibility
TEP signs form if 

eligible
sends form to 
BWSR central 

office

Entered in 
d b  b  Credits debited by database by 

BWSR

Credits debited by 
BWSR



ROAD PROGRAM ELIGIBILITYROAD PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY
Required information:

• Project locations,

• Wetland boundaries,

• Amount and type of wetlands impacted,

• Demonstration of wetland impact minimization,Demonstration of wetland impact minimization,

• Information on the purpose and need of the project,                    
including safety and design standards, and

• Other information that may be helpful to describe the 
project and justify qualification for the program.
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Delineation Options

Delineation reviewed and approved by LGU prior 
to application.

Delineation reviewed as part of application – i.e. 
TEP review for road program eligible projectsTEP review for road program eligible projects

Encourage annual meetings and pre‐application 
delineations covering multiple projects.
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Important Distinctions for Regulatory 
Purposes:Purposes:

Dit h ithi f hi t i tl d ?Ditch within former historic wetland area?

A created ditch within a wetland?

A created ditch within upland?

An intermittent drainageway?g y

A pool/riffle complex (stream)?

A deepwater habitat (ditch with water depth >6 6 ft)?A deepwater habitat (ditch with water depth >6.6 ft)?
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Examples
UplandDitch
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E lExamples
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Examples
Mapped hydric soils?
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C i i h l d?Contiguous with wetland?
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What to look for when evaluating 
d d hroad ditches

Soil Mapping

Landscape position

i i d dProximity and connectedness 
to other wetlands.

Historic aerial photographs
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Construction Plans



Determining Mitigation for Road Determining Mitigation for Road 
Program Eligible ProjectsProgram Eligible ProjectsProgram Eligible ProjectsProgram Eligible Projects

If Corps and WCA mitigation requirements differ If Corps and WCA mitigation requirements differ, 
Road Program will generally mitigate for the 
higher number. If there is a large discrepancy, we g g p y,
may consult with the Corps.

This will be clarified in the Road Program ILF 
when it is completedwhen it is completed.



What is an InWhat is an In--Lieu Fee (ILF)Lieu Fee (ILF)What is an InWhat is an In Lieu Fee (ILF)Lieu Fee (ILF)

 A sponsor (govt agency nonprofit) assumes  A sponsor (govt agency, nonprofit) assumes 
the mitigation responsibility on behalf of a 
permittee in exchange for a feepermittee in exchange for a fee.

S   f   id  i i i   Sponsor uses fee to provide mitigation. 



InIn--Lieu Fee (ILF)Lieu Fee (ILF)InIn Lieu Fee (ILF)Lieu Fee (ILF)

 BWSR is proposing an ILF with the Corps BWSR is proposing an ILF with the Corps 
for the road program.

 Draft ILF instrument currently under 
review review. 



Road Program ILFRoad Program ILF
 BWSR primarily uses bond money instead 

f char in  a feeof charging a fee.

 ILF would formally ensure that BWSR will  ILF would formally ensure that BWSR will 
mitigate for all Corps and WCA impacts on 
qualifying projectsqualifying projects.

 Road Authority no longer on the hook for Road Authority no longer on the hook for 
Corps permit mitigation requirements.



Potential Outcomes of the ILFPotential Outcomes of the ILFPotential Outcomes of the ILFPotential Outcomes of the ILF

 Streamline and consolidate credit and  Streamline and consolidate credit and 
debiting processes. 

 Separate road authority from mitigation 
requirement.


