
LOCAL AGENCY NAME
DESIGN EXCEPTION REQUEST #  X
FOR

SP XXX-XXX-XX
Minn Proj #  ZZZ  XXXX (XXX)
ROUTE NAME  (or named bike/ped trail) 

FROM:  project termini (not Highway Section termini)
TO:  project termini (not Highway Section termini)
OVER/UNDER:   (if there is a bridge)
IN THE CITY OF:  (if different than local agency listed above)
(OR the distance & direction to an incorporated city)

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT: ie: Reconstruction of 2.2 miles of CSAH 1; Replace Bridge No. 9999 with Bridge No. 12345; signal installation; 1.5 miles of multi-use bituminous trail.

Do not need project termini here since shown above.
Do not include a signature line for preparer.

Recommended:

_________________________________________
__________________________

_____Local Agency Name___ Engineer



Date

Reviewed and Recommended:

________________________________________

__________________________

District State Aid Engineer





Date 

Approved:

_________________________________________
___________________________

State Aid Engineer






Date

State Aid For Local Transportation

The purpose of this document is to request an exception for a design element that does not meet the criteria set forth in the standards. A design exception is hereby requested with the following justification and considerations.
The following should be addressed for each design element needing a design exception.
There should be compelling reasons why the adopted criteria should not be used.

Why is it OK to construct as proposed?  
Design Standard the Exception is from:  ie:  8820.9920 State Aid Geometric Design Standard: Rural and Suburban Undivided; New or Reconstruction Projects.
Design Element Involved:  ie:  vertical (crest or sag) curve, recovery area, width,…
Note that design exception requests for design speed are not processed.  Exception requests must be for individual design elements which do not meet the design speed selected for the project.
Required Standard:  ie:  a 55 mph sag curve  

Proposed “in lieu of” Design:  ie:  a  __ foot sag vertical curve meeting 30 mph is proposed in lieu of a  __ foot curve meeting the 55 mph design speed.
Location:  Describe the location of the design exception & attach a map or layout showing the location and alignment (if pertinent) of the required design and the proposed design, ie: distance to nearest cross-street, or if stationing is used, include a plan sheet showing stationing.
Social Impacts 

Degree to which the standard is reduced:

Affect on other standards:

Driver expectation/Conformance/compatibility with rest of the road:  Discuss the design or safe speed on the abutting sections of the highway segments;  will the part of the roadway with the exception be compatible with the rest of the highway.

Future Compatibility:  Discuss whether or not there will be any future projects on this highway segment, and will the design exception be compatible with the future work.

Existing & Projected ADT & vehicle mix:  

Safety/Accidents:  Discuss available accident data.  State if there are no reported accidents.
Economics Approximate cost of constructing to standard compared to cost of constructing to the proposed exception.  When design speed is involved, evaluate the design in 5 mph increments, to determine if a minor change may be practical.


Cost:  (standard vs proposed)

Cost-benefit:
Environmental Impacts/Encroachments:  Comparison of impacts/encroachments between meeting the standard or using the proposed exception.  State if there will be no environmental differences.  Consider:
Parks
Historic

Endangered Species
Right-of-way

Hazardous Materials

Farmland

Noise

Floodplain
Wetlands

Environmental Justice

Construction Impacts

Others…

Mitigation
All possible safety mitigations must be considered as part of any design exception request and considerations and conclusions should be discussed.


Traffic control:  ie:  Curve signs with advisory speed plates, edge striping, reflectorized marking, signs warning of intersections just over hill crest, object markers at bridge ends, guardrail, etc.  If there are no appropriate traffic control devices, state that they were considered but none are appropriate and none will be utilized.

Design betterments:  ie:  for horizontal curve exception, recovery area betterments on the outside of the curve, such as additional recovery area width or flattening of  shoulder slopes.  If there are no appropriate betterments, state that they were considered but none are appropriate and none will be utilized.


Lighting:  ie: for sag curve
Conclusion:  The design exception request must conclude that building to the level requested is the only practical alternative.

For projects also using state-aid funds, a variance request may also be necessary if the design exception requested does not meet minimum state aid standards. The variance request must be made through the normal State Aid variance process in accordance with State Aid Rules 8820.3300.
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