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State A

Employee News

Mobility: Mel Odens has taken a six month
mobility at our corporate office as Deputy
State Aid Engineer/Office Director. He will
be taking responsibility for the operations
of the office, freeing up Rick Kjonaas to
work on several cooperative projects with
external agencies. Mel comes to us with
experience with the South Dakota DOT, as
the city engineer of Willmar, and most
recently as the District 8 State Aid
Engineer.

Promotions: Sulmaan Khan has recently
taken and passed the professional engineer
licensure exam. As of July 2013 he has been
reallocated to a Senior Engineer level.
Sulmaan will continue his duties within the
office assisting the federal aid group as well
as assisting with the safety program.

New Staff: Alyssa Klossner joined the team
in June, filling the position of Website &
Application Support left by Ruth Cordes’
retirement. She graduated
bachelor’s in Mass Communications from
MSU, Mankato. Prior to starting at MnDOT,
Alyssa worked for Mid Continent Cabinetry
and Kohl’s corporate office. She is excited
to join the team and looks forward to

in with a

providing online support services.
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Alaska, we are pleased to announce that
Joel Ulring has accepted the position
of State Aid Pavement Engineer. Prior to
working with Golder Associates Inc. in
Anchorage, Joel served as Wadena County
Engineer, St. Louis County Geotechnical /
Environmental Engineer, Murray County
Engineer, and with several mid-western
geotechnical consulting firms. Joel earned
his BSCE from SDSU. He and his wife are
looking forward to living in the metro
area. Joel will begin August 20th. Effective
on the 20th, his office phone number will
be 651-366-3831 and

joel.ulring@state.mn.us.

email will be

Keegan Jones joined the team on July 17 as
part of MnDOT’s Phoenix Program. He is
currently a senior at Blaine High School and
will be working on various projects with a
focus on converting paper project files to
electronic files. Additionally, Keegan also
has a strong background with computer
hardware, and has assisted in installing new
computers for the central office staff.

Shannon GeshickBullen is currently serving
as our Administrative Support. Shannon is
working on temporary assignment, filling
the vacant position previously held by Abdi
Farah. Shannon comes from MnDOT’s
Recruitment Unit in the Office of Human
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Resources where she worked as the Seeds
Program Assistant since August 2010. She
double majored in Business Management (AA)
and Hospitality Management (AAS) in 2010 and
obtained a BA in Ethnic Studies in spring 2013.
Additionally, this fall Shannon will be attending
graduate school at UMD. While Shannon has a
background of working in the non-profit sector,
she enjoys working for MnDOT and has already
become fond of the State Aid office.

Up-to-date staff contact information can be
found here.

Do you have any recent engineering staff
changes? If so, help us keep this information
updated by sending us an email to

saltirhelp.dot@state.mn.us.

Underwater Bridge
Inspection Reports

By: Paul Stine, State Aid Operations Engineer

The 2012 inspection reports that Collin’s
Engineers have performed are available for
down in PDF format at,
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/

underwaterbridge.html

Page 1


http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/underwaterbridge.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/underwaterbridge.html
mailto:Joel.Ulring@state.mn.us
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/staff.html
mailto:saltirhelp.dot@state.mn.us

Update on Needs Software Upgrade

By: Rick Kjonaas, Special Projects

Well, the new Needs computer program is
now operational and counties and cities are
inputting their 2012 data. The task forces
have done a good job updating the
methodology of defining needs and using
readily available data on the state aid

system to be the basis of the computation.

The Needs task forces will be reporting to
the fall screening boards with the intention
of discussing the software and whether or
not any additional work is needed before
opening the software up in 2014 for use in

computing the 2015 needs .

Updating has been requested of all of you

in the month of July. The purpose of that

Sales Tax Law Changes

By: Kim Kildal, Sale Tax Changes Impact Counties and Cities

Starting January 1, 2014 cities and counties
are exempt from sales and use tax on
purchases used to provide certain
government services. Townships have had
this exemption since October 1, 2011. Cities
and counties must pay sales tax on most
taxable purchases made through December
31, 2013. See the links below for the
Minnesota Department of Revenue Facts

Sheets covering the details.

®  Fact Sheet 176, Local Governments

Exemption (PDF, 215 KB)

e  |ocal Government Sales Exemptions
FAQs (PDF, 270 KB)

was to give the task forces the
information they need for testing the
programs results. The original deadline has
passed and the August task forces will work
with what was submitted but in hopes of
getting more data, the software will remain
open and available to attempt to get even
more updates for the September task
forces meetings and the fall screening
board. As more and more agencies update
their data, the Dbetter the final

implementation decisions will be.

A reminder that the 2014 distribution will
be based on the 2013 Needs data.
Updates that are needed now are for the

final testing of the software and its results.

| think you will find the updating process intuitive
and the time it will take much less than in the
past. Please try to find some time to complete
this task for us. You will find all you need on the
Needs website, but the software password
process is not perfected yet and most of you will
likely save some time calling Marshall or Kim for

help in getting your login identification approved.

For CSAH, and find instructions, training
and login. For assistance contact Kim DelLaRosa at

or 651-366-3810.

For MSAS, and find instruction, training

and login. For assistance contact Marshall

Johnston at or

651-366-3815.

Emergency Relief Federal Highway

Administration Funds

By: Lynnette Roshell , Federal Aid Agreements & Special Programs Engineer

It has rained (again), the Governor has declared an emergency and the President has

agreed and declared a disaster.

Those counties named in the emergency declaration: Benton, Big Stone, Douglas,

Faribault, Fillmore, Freeborn, Grant, Hennepin, Houston, McLeod, Morrison, Pope,

Sibley, Stearns, Stevens, Swift, Traverse, and Wilkin Counties that experienced damage

on any Major Collector roadways during the June 20-26 storms should contact their

DSAE as soon as possible. Damage at each site must exceed $5000.

The Kaizen team has completed initial training on the new process. Information is
available on the website at http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/relief.html. Keep in

mind if and when future events occur the team will come out to do additional just in

time training.

The Presidential declaration also makes the event qualify for Federal Emergency

Management Agency (FEMA) funding. Those 18 counties should already have been

contacted by FEMA to set up meetings and to exchange information.

If you have questions on the State Aid Disaster account contact Paul Stine at

paul.stine@state.mn.us or 651-366-3830.

The Legislature is also discussing holding a special session to aid in the relief.

Any questions related to emergency issues you can always contact your DSAE or
Lynnette Roshell at lynnette.roshell@state.mn.us or 651-366-3822.
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Federal Land Access Program

By: Lynnette Roshell, Federal Aid Agreements & Special Programs Engineer

Announcing a new federal highway-funding
program from Moving Ahead for Progress
in the 21st Century (MAP-21). MAP-21
provides funds for projects on Federal
Lands access transportation facilities that
are located on, adjacent to, or that provide
access to Federal lands.

A Federal Lands access transportation
facility is defined as a public highway, road,
bridge, trail, or transit system that is
located on, adjacent to, or provides access
to Federal lands for which title or
maintenance responsibility is vested in a
state, county, town, township, tribal,
municipal, or local government.

The Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP)
will be administered through MnDOT’s
SALT Division and the Eastern Federal Lands
Highway Division (EFLHD) rather than the
Minnesota Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) Division, but the rules are pretty
much the same. From the guidance we
have received it can be any federally owned
property, although the scoring is more
targeted to federal recreational land and
economic generators.
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/flap.cfm.

We Want to Hear

From Youl!

Have an opinion or comment about our

website? Please take a few moments to
send us your feedback. Your feedback
will be extremely valuable to us in
making continuous improvements to
the website and helping serve you

better. to give feedback.

Eligible applicants are the owners of the
access facilities such as cities, counties,
MnDOT, and Tribal governments.
Applicants must be Tribal governments or
be State Aid Agencies and have a State Aid
Sponsor. Projects must have the support of
the federal landowner that the project will
provide access to. If more than one project
is submitted related to a federal
landowner, the owner will be asked to
prioritize the projects.

Because MAP-21 is a two-year bill, two
years of funding (about $2.6 million) is
currently available. The amount is based
on a formula specified in the law.
Applications will be accepted through
September 30, 2013 for both years of
funding. These funds are 80-20% and
require a cash match.
http://www.efl.fhwa.dot.gov/programs/
federal-lands-access.aspx. Projects will be
scored according to http://
www.efl.fhwa.dot.gov/files/programs/
Access-Program/MN-Call-for-Projects.pdf
(PDF, 250 KB)

The Program Decision Committee (PDC) is
also defined in the law. It is made up of a

representative of EFLHD, Minnesota’s State
Aid Engineer, and a representative of the
Minnesota County Engineer Association
(MCEA). The PDC will review applications
and select from one to four projects to
utilize the money prior to October 1, 2017.
Future calls for projects will occur assuming
that the program is renewed in future
federal transportation legislation. Projects
must be Title 23 eligible and must comply
with all rules and regulations related to a
normal Delegated Contract Process (DCP)
project. Non State Aid Agencies will need to
have a sponsor who is a State Aid Agency.
Successful applicants will be asked to sign an
agreement with EFLHD and SALT which
commits the applicant to the project.

Questions about this program, eligibility, or
any other issues may be directed to Lynnette
Roshell at Lynnette.roshell@state.mn.us or
651-366-3822, or David Payne at
david.payne@dot.gov or 571-434-1543.

Material Testing Reminder

By Mitch Bartelt, State Aid Construction Engineer

The following is a gentle reminder that materials testing needs to follow the requirements
laid out in Section 637 of Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations. This section states that
verification sampling and testing are to be performed by qualified testing personnel
employed by the State Highway Agency or its designated agent (in this case the local agency),

excluding the contractor and vendor.

Materials testing is not to be included as a bid item in the contract for projects. In fact, this is

not allowed by federal regulations on Federal Aid contracts. The State Aid Scene from

January 2003 (scroll down to the heading “Materials Testing as a Bid Item”) also stated that

while this practice had been allowed on some State Aid projects prior to that, that it would

no longer be allowed on State Aid projects from that point forward. Testing costs performed

by the owner or owner representative are eligible to be included in the construction

engineering costs that are capped at 25% of the project total.

Furthermore, on projects where the contractor is using a consultant to perform quality

control testing, care should be taken that the agency does not hire the same consultant to

perform the verification testing. This will help avoid conflicts of interest with regard to

material testing.

If you have any questions regarding this policy, please contact Mitch Bartelt at

mitch.bartelt@state.mn.us or 651-366-3832.
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2014 Spec Book

By Mitch Bartelt, State Aid Construction Engineer

The 2014 Edition of the MnDOT Standard  website is constantly updated and so should not County and City Engineers need to work out
Specifications for Construction has been released  be the basis of a contract. any  implementation of the technique with

i their agency attorney.
e e by el o e el o, One way to avoid this is to download the

web site special provisions from the SALT The MnDOT Schedule of Materials Control
web site to a local web site just prior to the must be used if the project is on the NHS or it
advertising period (“freeze it”) and reference the @ Cooperative Construction or (Municipal
local website in the special provisions. But there ~Agreement) Project. The SALT Schedule of
may be other ways to address the concern. Materials Control may be used instead of
MnDOT Schedule of Materials Control on Local
federal DCP projects not on TH or NHS.

MnDOT has issued Technical Memorandum
No. 13-15-TS-05 (PDF, 110 KB) directing that all
MnDOT projects with a letting date on or after

December 1, 2013 or after shall be governed by
the 2014 Spec Book.

This requirement also applies to Federal Aid
projects with a letting date on or after December

1, 2013. As of now, it is recommended that the The central State Aid office will be working

state aid projects also follow the same timetable diligently to update the Electronic Proposal

for incorporating the 2014 Spec Book.

Document Tool to incorporate language from

Note: when utilizing electronic references in bid the 2014 Spec Book.

documents to reduce bulk, no direct reference
should be made in your project Special Provisions
to the SALT website and the various websites for
special provision language on the site. The SALT

Know Your Retroreflectivity

Agencies have until June 14, 2014 to implement an assessment or management method that is
designed to maintain regulatory and warning sign retroreflectivity at or above the minimum levels in
Table 2A—3 of the 2011 Minnesota Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MN MUTCD). Read
more in an updated four-page document— (PDF, 2 MB) from
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

More Resources:

(FHWA-HRT-13-018,

Tools for Selecting Trail 2013; PDF, 1 MB)
Crossing Treatment Available (PDF, 5 MB)

By: Merry Daher, State Aid Programs Engineer

MnDOT Research Services hosted a workshop (2010RICO2TS, LRRB; PDF, 0.5 MB}

on a “Decision Tree for Identifying Alternative ° (2010RICO2, LRRB; PDF, 5.5 MB)
Trail Crossing Treatments.” The workshop was
broadcast as a webinar, and a video recording is

. . If you have any questions, please contact Mark
now available online.

Vizecky, State Aid Program Support Engineer at
http://mndot.adobeconnect.com/p8hlfripuwe/ or 651-366-3839.

The final report will be available shortly, but in
the meantime you can view a draft version in
the link below, along with case studies and

other related documents.

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/

documents/Temporary/doclist.html



http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/night_visib/sign_retro_4page.pdf
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/research/safety/13018/13018.pdf
http://www.mnltap.umn.edu/publications/handbooks/documents/signs.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/TS/2010/2010RIC02TS.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/TS/2010/2010RIC02.pdf
mailto:mark.vizecky@state.mn.us
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/pre-letting/spec/index.html
http://dotapp7.dot.state.mn.us/edms/download?docId=1356934
http://dotapp7.dot.state.mn.us/edms/download?docId=1356934
https://mndot.adobeconnect.com/_a827349870/p8hlfripuwe/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/documents/Temporary/doclist.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/documents/Temporary/doclist.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/electronic-proposals.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/electronic-proposals.html

Bridge Bonding Update

By Patti Loken, State Aid Programs Engineer

There is good and bad news for the local
bridge replacement program. The good
news, we have significantly spent down the
available state transportation bridge bonds
The bad

project

and special town bridge funds.

news, any nonfederal bridge

requesting bond funds and town bridge

projects requesting special town bridge will
be placed on a waiting list until the next
bonding bill and town bridge distribution
that occurs in January. Town bridge
projects can be advanced utilizing up to an
amount equal to 3 years of the county’s
annual allocation | will be working the
District State Aid Engineers and federal aid
unit to prioritize the remaining $3.5 m in
bridge bond funds for the State
Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) projects. This may cause some
bridge projects to be delayed until another
bonding bill is passed.

In 2012, SALT funded 264 bridges totaling
$96 million. Of the 264 bridges, 80 were
town bridge projects utilizing $14 million in
town bridge funds and 184 were bond

State Aid for Local Transportation (SALT)

395 John Ireland Blvd MS500
St. Paul, MN 55155

i

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/

funded structures utilizing $45 million in
bridge bond funds.

To date in 2013, SALT funded 141 bridges
totaling $68 million. Of these 141 bridges,
45 were town bridge projects totaling $11.3
million and 96 were bond funded structures

utilizing $68.1 million in bridge bond funds.

If all the bond eligible items are complete
on your project and you have bond funds
remaining, be sure to notify State Aid so
the funds can be moved to a project that
can use them. Your project does not need
to be finaled to do this. Please contact
Patti Loken at or
651-366-3803, or submit a State Aid
Payment Request checking the box on the
form indicating all bond fund expenses are
complete.
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