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In an effort to better define the four (4) major safety funding sources, a brief explanation of THE BIG FOUR Traffic Safety Funds has been developed.  Additional information is available through the below referenced websites and contact persons.  
THE BIG FOUR
1. Rural Road Safety Account (RRSA):
· A subprogram of the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) – Capital Bonding.
· Project solicitation is conditional on funding approval from the legislature.
· The legislature has approved funding for the 2008 and 2009 biennium.
· Solicitation for the 2008 and 2009 biennium will be conducted in July of 2008.
· $10 million of State funds were allocated for the 2008 and 2009 biennium.   
· Funds must be used for Engineering (construction and operational improvements) ONLY with a focus on reducing fatal and serious injury crashes.
· Monies may be applied ONLY to County State Aid Highway (CSAH) projects. 

· Past examples: Resurfacing, Intersection Improvements, Roadway Widen, etc.
· Website: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/lrip.html 
· For additional information contact: Patti Loken - patti.loken@dot.state.mn.us
2. Local Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP):
· This program replaces the existing Hazard Elimination Set-aside (HES) program.
· The solicitation for state fiscal year (SFY) 2009 and SFY 2010 was conducted in February 2008.

· An annual Local HSIP goal has been developed for each Area Transportation Partnership (ATP) based on fatal and A injury crashes.
· $12.1 million in FEDERAL funds have been allocated for SFY 2009 and SFY 2010 (July to June).
· Projects are grouped into two (2) categories, proactive and reactive/black spot.  
· Proactive project are low cost, data driven, systemic solutions, see the proactive spectrum.  
· Reactive project must have a Benefit/Cost ratio greater than one (1) to be considered.
· The project delivery process of FEDERAL funding must be followed.
· Initially, these funds can ONLY be used for infrastructure (Engineering) projects, but once Mn/DOT certifies that its infrastructure needs have been met, these funds may be used for Enforcement, Education and Emergency Services.
· Monies may be used on any public road or publicly owned bicycle and pedestrian pathway or trail.

· Proactive examples: Enhanced Pavement Markings, Rumble StripEs, Lighting, etc.
· Reactive examples: Intersection Improvements, Turn Lanes, Roadway Reconstruction, etc.
· Website: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/safety/hes/index.html 

· For additional information contact: Dave Engstrom - david.engstrom@dot.state.mn.us
3. Central Safety Fund (CSF):
· This program has been incorporated into the Local HSIP solicitation, see #2; previously named the County Highway Safety Program (CHSP).
· The solicitation for 2009 and 2010 was conducted in February 2008.

· A state-wide funding goal is developed each year by the Office to Traffic, Safety and Operations (OTSO).   

· The project delivery process of FEDERAL funding must be followed.
· $2.7 million of the total Local HSIP funding has been allocated from this account. 

· Projects must be finalized within FEDERAL fiscal year (FFY) 2009 and 2010 FFY (Oct. to Sept.). 
· Monies may be applied to either CSAH or County Road (CR) Projects.
· Past examples: Rumble StripEs, Dynamic Signs, Road Safety Audits, etc.
· For additional information contact: Dave Engstrom - david.engstrom@dot.state.mn.us 
4. High Risk Rural Roads Program (H3RP):
· This program has been incorporated into the Local HSIP solicitation, see #2.
· The solicitation for SFY 2009 and SFY 2010 was conducted in February 2008.

· $ 4.5 million of the total Local HSIP funding has been allocated from this account. 

· These are FEDERAL funds for SFY 2009 and SFY 2010 (July to June).

· These funds can ONLY be used for infrastructure (Engineering) projects.

· Monies may be applied to any roadway classified as a Rural Major Collector, Rural Minor Collector or Rural Local Road with a fatal (accident severity K) and incapacitating injury (accident severity A) crash rate above the statewide average or likely to experience an increase in traffic volume that leads to a crash rate in excess of the average Statewide rate.
· A list of eligible routes and methodology for selection is available from at the following link: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/trafficsafety.html 

· Examples: Guard Rail Improvements, Roadway Delineation, Reconstruction, etc. 

· For additional information contact: Dave Engstrom - david.engstrom@dot.state.mn.us 
OTHER FUNDS
Funds other than THE BIG FOUR are available for projects involving Engineering, Enforcement, Education and Emergency Services.  A short list of other funds has been provided below.  
· Safe Communities
· Safe Routes to School

· Local Road Improvement Program 
· Routes of Regional Significance
· Minnesota Local Road Research Board

· Operational Research Assistance Program (OPERA)

· Research Implementation Committee (RIC)
· Cooperative Program for Transportation Research and Studies (COPTRS)

· State Transportation improvement program (STIP)

· Implementation Funding Program (IMP)
· State Planning and Research (SPR)

· National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP)

These funding sources are dynamic, with new sources for traffic safety improvement monies being made available continually.  Each County is urged to continue looking for additional funding sources to be used to by their County and the Counties as a whole.
This document only provides a brief description of several possible funding sources.  If at any time, you have questions, comments or suggestions for improvements to these or any other funding source/program, please don’t hesitate to contact the person referenced below.
This document was prepared by State Aid for Local Transportation (SALT) and OTSO.  

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Mark.Vizecky@dot.state.mn.us.
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